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TORRES STRAIT & GREAT BARRIER REEF: ISLANDS, REEFS & TRADITIONS

Your journey begins at Thursday Island (Waiben), which rose to
significance as the centre of a thriving pearling industry in the
late 19th century, drawing workers from across Asia and the
Pacific. By the 1890s, the vessels operating on 'TI', as the
island is also known, supplied more than half the world's pearl
shells. Paspaley Pearl then crosses to Badu Island, 60km north
of Thursday Island,and Masig island in the Strait's central island
group, both of which were important stops on early pearl trading
routes. Possession Island and Cape York offer a fresh
perspective on a colonial milestone before we reach the
northern end of the Great Barrier Reef, the world's most
extensive coral reef system.The long, narrow ribbon reefs that
run along the edge of the continental shelf are renowned for
their extraordinary biodiversity, which is also on display at the
high granite island of Lizard Island (Jiigurru), our last stop before
disembarking in Cairns. As a 50-metre boutique vessel
accommodating only 30 guests and 22 crew, including four
naturalists, Paspaley Pearl ensures an intimate experience of
this fascinating and oftenoverlooked part of the world. From
pearling heritage and native title history to ribbon reefs and
granite islands, this expedition connects maritime cultures,
historical turning points and reef ecosystems that exist nowhere
else on Earth.
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Day 1 Thursday Island

Step aboard Paspaley Pearl on Thursday Island, Waiben to the
Kuarareg traditional owners, and affectionately known as TI,
which lies about 30km from the northern tip of Australia, Cape
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York in far north Queensland. Once the headquarters of a
pearling industry with global reach, Tl supplied more than half
the world's pearls by the 1890s and attracted workers from all
over Asia and the Pacific, becoming a vibrant, cultural
crossroads in the process, which is still evident today. This
evening, as we cruise 60km north to Badu Island, there will be a
briefing from your expedition team about what lies ahead on this
exploration of the islands and rich maritime cultures that make
the Torres Strait so unlike anywhere else in the world.

Day 2 Badu Island

Passing a shoreline dominated by mangroves, we will step
ashore at the home to the Badulgal people, where island
communities navigated by the stars and ocean currents long
before the existence of European charts and maritime
instruments. Freehold title was returned to the Badulgal
traditional owners in 2014 in recognition of a connection to
Country that long predates the pearling era in which Badu Island
was once the domain of pearl luggers.

Day 3 Masig Island

Masig Island, formerly Yorke Island, is a coral cay barely three
kilometres long in the central group of Torres Strait islands, and
rises just three metres above sea level at high tide.

It is also home to the Masigalgal people, who welcome us
ashore and invite us to learn about and understand the island's
significance in the trade networks that have long criss crossed
the Torres Strait.

Day 4 Possession Island and Cape York
Possession Island (Bedanug) is ostensibly where Lieutenant
James Cook, arriving on the HMB Endeavour, climbed to its
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highest point and claimed the entire east coast of Australia for
Great Britain. The Kaurareg traditional owners have their own,
very different account of this event, as documented by the
Australian Museum in consultation with them, which we will
learn more about on our visit. Later, we will cross to Cape York,
the northernmost point of mainland Australia, where the
Australian continent ends and the Torres Strait begins.

Days 5 - 6 Outer Great Barrier Reef

Over two days, we will explore the northern Great Barrier Reef's
outer barriers and ribbon reefs, where long, narrow formations
unique to this area support abundant and extraordinarily
biodiverse coral gardens. These coral channels attract pelagic
marine life, animals primarily found in the open ocean, making
for some of the most vibrant snorkelling sites in the entire Great
Barrier Reef.

Day 7 Lizard Island

Home to the Dingaal people and the main landmass within
Lizard Island National Park, Lizard Island (Jiigurru, meaning
stingray) rises 359 metres above sea level and was named after
the yellow spotted monitor Varanus panoptes. It is also home to
more than 40 species of seabirds and an abundance of marine
life, thanks to its location more than 25km from mainland
Australia. Swim and snorkel at Clam Gardens off Watson's Bay,
where giant clams (Tridacna gigas), the largest bivalve species
on Earth, nestle among colourful coral beds in shallow waters as
clear as a swimming pool.

Day 8 Cairns

This morning, you will disembark Paspaley Pearl after eight days
of exploring island communities, cultural crossroads and the
remote reaches of the Great Barrier Reef, with a deeper
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knowledge of the people and places that continue to shape
these remarkable environments.

Please note:
Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: PASPALEY PEARL

YOUR SHIP: Paspaley Pearl

VESSEL TYPE:
LENGTH:
PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

PASPALEY PEARL marks a milestone in the development of
boutique expedition travel, offering a benchmark-setting
standard of excellence in the Asia Pacific region. As a modern
boutique expedition vessel in the Kimberley featuring private
balconies, we have the ability of reaching exotic destinations
previously inaccessible by larger vessels. You're invited to ignite
your sense of discovery, all whilst travelling in comfort and
safety that has been designed to create the smallest possible
footprint, with a philosophy of empowering local people and
creating ambassadors for the destinations visited. Designed to
feel like your home away from home Marrying PASPALEY's
heritage of over 80 years in the Kimberley and Northern
Australia with PONANT's 35-year history of luxury expedition
travel, PASPALEY PEARL emerges as the embodiment of comfort
and adventure. Featuring 15 staterooms and suites and hosting
a maximum of 30 guests per voyage, PASPALEY PEARL emerges
as the newest and only boutique expedition motor yacht in the
Kimberley with private balconies. The perfect place to relax while
exploring _Main Dining, Lounge and Bar_ Nestled on the Ocean
Deck is our main dining area, lounge, and bar. As our skilled
chefs craft your locally-inspired dinner, take a moment for a
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pre-dinner drink before being spoiled with the finest produce
Australia has to offer. If you're interested in exploring some of
PASPALEY's exquisite offerings, you'll be delighted by their
showcase of the world's most beautiful pearls, available for
purchase as a cherished memento of your time on board.
_Outdoor Dining, Lounge and Bar_ When journeying through the
tropics, immersing yourself in the outdoors becomes essential.
Indulge in breakfast and lunch daily within a relaxed yet refined
setting. With two expansive dining tables and abundant lounges,
relish the idea of dining amidst the natural surroundings you
explore. Craving a refreshing drink after a day of exploration?
Our friendly staff at the Outdoor Bar have you covered. The
Outdoor Lounge doubles as the perfect space for afternoon
briefings with your expedition team, ensuring you receive all the
information needed for the following day's adventure. _Sun
Deck Lounge and Jacuzzi_ Bask in the sunshine on the Sun
Deck, furnished with sun beds, lounges, and an 8-person
jacuzzi. Whether you prefer reading a book under the shelter of
the protective shade cloth or engaging in conversations with
newfound friends, the Sun Deck promises a haven of pure
relaxation. _Sunset Lounge_ Located ahead of the bridge, you
can savour panoramic views rivaling those of the captain at the
Sunset Lounge. Order a drink from one of the bars downstairs
and relax as you witness some of the most breathtaking sunsets
you've
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ever seen.
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP

Horizon Suite Ocean Double Stateroom

Pearl Suite

Wil
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PRICING

26-Sep-2027 to 03-0ct-2027

Ocean Double Stateroom £6999 GBP pp
Pearl Suite £12999 GBP pp
Ocean Stateroom £8749 GBP pp
Ocean Twin Stateroom £7499 GBP pp
Horizon Suite £10249 GBP pp
20-0ct-2028 to 27-0ct-2028
Ocean Double Stateroom £7499 GBP pp
Horizon Suite £11249 GBP pp
Ocean Twin Stateroom £8499 GBP pp
Pearl Suite £12999 GBP pp
Ocean Stateroom £9499 GBP pp
27-0ct-2028 to 03-Nov-2028
Pearl Suite £12999 GBP pp
Horizon Suite £11249 GBP pp
Ocean Double Stateroom £7499 GBP pp
Ocean Stateroom £9499 GBP pp
Ocean Twin Stateroom £8499 GBP pp
03-Nov-2028 to 10-Nov-2028
Horizon Suite £11249 GBP pp
Ocean Double Stateroom £7499 GBP pp
Pearl Suite £12999 GBP pp
Ocean Stateroom £9499 GBP pp
Ocean Twin Stateroom £8499 GBP pp
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