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SUMMER IN IRELAND - A VOYAGE FROM LIVERPOOL TO DUBLIN

If you have been to Ireland before and have been meaning to
return or are yet to discover the appeal of what is undoubtedly
one of the most beautiful countries in the world, then our
summer voyage aboard the MS Island Sky offers the perfect
opportunity. Culturally rich with amazingly gifted writers, poets,
musicians and actors, and historically fascinating with a past
stretching back some 10,000 years, Ireland is a small isle with
enormous character and much to discover, and during our nine
night voyage we aim to show you its beauty and delve into its
past to gain a better understanding of modern day Ireland.
Exploring in the summer, the gardens we visit including those at
Mount Stewart will be at their most appealing and the
countryside will be beautiful and inviting. Other highlights of our
cruise will be spending time in the picturesque harbour town of
Kinsale, cruising around the mystical Skellig Islands, visiting
Kylemore Abbey in its stunning setting in the Connemara
Mountains, exploring the magnificent scenery of County Donegal
and unearthing the myths and legends of the Giant's Causeway.
However, perhaps most of all it will be the charm and warmth of
the people that make any trip to Ireland most memorable. As we
set sail from Liverpool, a city steeped in Irish history, we can
offer an enlightening and entertaining journey sailing past and
visiting some of the most enchanting scenery in the world and
given the joi de vivre of the Irish we can promise, it will not be
boring.

ITINERARY

Day 1 Liverpool, England.

Embark the MS Island Sky this afternoon. Transfers will be
provided from Liverpool Lime Street Station at a fixed time.
Enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as we sail in the early evening.

Day 2 Cobh, Ireland.

After a morning at sea we will arrive into the Republic of Ireland
at lunchtime. From our berth in Cobh, we will take a walking tour
of this pretty town with a rich history. It was here that the Titanic
made its last call for passengers before setting sail on its fateful
journey to New York. The town has had a long maritime tradition
and many of the old port buildings have been preserved
including the offices of the White Star and Cunard Lines.
Walking through the town its history will be revealed by your
guide. There will also be a visit to the Titanic Experience, a
museum housed in the White Star Line building. From here you
can return to the ship or continue exploring Cobh at your own
leisure. We will set sail for Kinsale late this evening allowing for
the opportunity to spend some further time ashore after dinner.

Day 3 Kinsale.
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As we sail into the picturesque harbour town of Kinsale we pass
the impressive fortifications of Charles Fort and James Fort
which were built in the 17th century to protect against invading
Spanish forces. However, today Kinsale is renowned for its
brightly coloured buildings and glorious harbour setting which
you can explore at your own pace. Renowned as the gourmet
capital of Ireland you may wish to take a break in one of the
cafes, pubs or restaurants after our morning walking tour. This
afternoon we will drive through the delightful countryside and
coastal roads to explore the charming and colourful town of
Clonakilty, filled with historic buildings, hand painted signs and
warm welcomes.

Day 4 Skellig Islands & Valentia Island.

Over breakfast we will arrive at the Skelligs, tiny islands just off
the magnificent coast of the Dingle Peninsula. Weather
permitting, we will sail around these mystical islands with their
early Christian history. Skellig Michael is a World Heritage Site
and atop this rugged pyramid, that rises from the sea, are the
ruins of a monastery. Meanwhile at Little Skellig the sky can on
occasion turn white as some of the 20,000 pairs of breeding
gannets leave their roosts. Later sail to the famous Kerry
(Iveragh) peninsula and anchor at the port of Knightstown on
Valentia Island. Spend the afternoon exploring the island,
perhaps take a coastal walk, visit the tropical gardens at
Glanleam or join an island drive including the Cromwell Point
Lighthouse. Alternatively visit Derrynane House, the ancestral
home of Daniel O'Connell, known as the 'Liberator' and a key
player in the emancipation of Irish Catholics in the early 19th
century.

Day 5 Galway.

From Galway we explore the beautiful region of Connemara.
Here the National Park covers nearly 3,000 hectares of scenic
mountains, heaths and woodland and is home to herds of
ponies. During our drive along the 'Wild Atlantic Way' we will see
beautiful coves, bays and traditional fishing villages where we
will experience local culture in this Irish speaking part of the
country. Visit Kylemore Abbey which is set on a lake against a
backdrop of the Connemara Mountains and home to Ireland's
only Benedictine order of nuns who have restored and cared for
the Kylemore estate since 1920. Uniquely, only Victorian
varieties of flowers and vegetables are grown in the walled
garden which contains two distinct areas: the kitchen garden
and the flower garden.

Day 6 Aran Islands.

Spend the morning at the Aran Islands. We will call into the
largest, Inishmore, and explore some of the early Christian sites.
This island was a place of monastic study from the earliest
Christian times. Also, see the dramatic stone fort of Dun
Aonghusa, parts of which date back some 3,000 years. Enjoy a
leisurely afternoon at sea sailing north to County Donegal.

Day 7 Killybegs.

We spend the day in County Donegal where from our base in the
village of Killybegs we have a choice of excursions. Choose to
drive west to the Glencolmcille area, a Gaeltacht (Irish speaking)
area steeped in culture and rich in folklore and music. One of
the most scenic areas in Ireland, the drive through the
countryside is outstanding. The Folk Museum which opened in
1967 is a monument to Father James McDyer who came to the
village in 1952 and set about infusing the local people with a
spirit of self-reliance and pride in their heritage. Here we will
learn about the history of the area and will enjoy some
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traditional Irish music. We will also offer a walk through the
Bluestack Mountains. This circular 3.5 kilometre walk offers the
striking beauty and peacefulness of the mountains and
spectacular views. In the afternoon we stroll through Donegal
town, which was invaded by Vikings in the 8th century and used
as their port, giving its Gaelic name Dun na nGall, 'Fort of the
Foreigners'. The walking tour will take in the town's history
including the Castle, the ruined Franciscan friary as well as the
'The Diamond' or centre of town where markets were held until
1967.

Day 8 Giant’s Causeway & Derry, Northern Ireland.

Our first call in Northern Ireland is Lisahally from where we visit
the Giant's Causeway which became widely known from the
1700s as the 'Eighth Wonder of the World' and large numbers of
visitors came to view this amazing array of basalt columns of
which there are estimated to be around 40,000 in total. After a
stop at Dunluce Castle, we return to the ship for lunch. This
afternoon we will explore Derry, a vibrant city steeped in history.
Walking the walls, built over 400 years ago, you can see the
city's history all around you. During the tour we will visit St
Columb Cathedral which has stood on its prominent site inside
the city walls since 1633 as well as the Tower Museum which
charts the city's history.

Day 9 Belfast.

Arrive in the Northern Irish capital where a morning city drive will
include the Grand Opera House and the Albert Memorial before
passing Queen's University and the Botanic Gardens. Our first
stop is the Titanic Experience, located right beside the historic
site of this world-famous ship's construction. Housed in an
iconic, six-floor building, this state-of-the-art visitor experience
tells the story of the Titanic, from her conception in Belfast in the

early 1900s, through her construction and launch, to her
famous maiden voyage and tragic end. This afternoon is free to
explore at our own pace or join a tour to the famous gardens at
Mount Stewart which were planted in the 1920s by Edith, Lady
Londonderry, and are of international importance. The
magnificent series of outdoor 'rooms' and vibrant parterres
contain many rare plants that thrive in the mild climate of the
Ards Peninsula. There will be time to explore the opulent house
which reveals a fascinating heritage and historic world-famous
artefacts and artwork.

Day 10 Dublin to London, Manchester or Edinburgh.

Disembark after breakfast and transfer to Dublin airport for our
scheduled flight.

Please note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: ISLAND SKY

YOUR SHIP: Island Sky

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

With a maximum passenger capacity of only 116, a vessel of
her size is capable of carrying many more but instead the MS
Island Sky has the benefit of unusually large suites, luxuriously
appointed public areas and spacious outside decks. There is a
high ratio of crew to passengers- the friendly crew of 75 crew
and Scandinavian captains are experienced mariners, having
been in service aboard large 2000 plus passenger vessels and
who now prefer a less frantic life aboard a small ship. If, like
them and us, you prefer a more peaceful life at sea, you will find
the MS Island Sky the perfect ship. When choosing the vessel
for your next voyage of discovery, you can select a ship with
endless entertainment and impersonal service or come with us
where peace, high quality service and attention to detail are the
order of the day. We promise there will be no organised
entertainment, fancy dress, deck games or any of the usual big
ship experiences. The atmosphere on board is more akin to a
private yacht or country hotel. A little music in the lounge or bar
after dinner, guest speakers, informative port briefings from our
cruise director and of course good food which may be enjoyed
leisurely in the attractive dining room. After a day ashore you will
return to the comfort and peace of a well run and exceedingly

comfortable ship. Your Suite Onboard there are 57 exceptionally
spacious and well designed suites. All feature a sitting room
area and some have private balconies. The feeling of luxury is
enhanced by the wood panelling and brass, which predominates
throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere of a private
yacht. The passenger accommodation is arranged over five
decks and all suites have outside views. Each affords
considerable comfort with en-suite bathroom featuring
marble-topped vanity unit with sink and walk-in shower, large
wardrobes, dressing table with large mirror and stool and
excellent storage. There is a mini-fridge, flat screen television
with inbuilt DVD player which can also play CDs and a
telephone in each suite. Bottled water, towelling dressing gowns
and slippers are also provided for your comfort. Other facilities
include a programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted
toiletries and individually controlled air-conditioning and
heating. The suites on each deck have their own colour theme.
Soft hues and blended tones enhance the traditional maritime
style making the passenger accommodation an inviting and
relaxing place to be. Your Space The spacious and finely
decorated public rooms include a large lounge where daily
briefings and talks will be provided throughout the voyage and
an elegant bar where a pianist plays periodically throughout the
day. The bar also features a 24-hour tea and coffee station. The
onboard library is the perfect place to relax with a book and is
stocked with reference books pertaining to the places the vessel
is visiting along with a selection of games and two computers
with internet access. Daily newspapers and magazines are also
placed in the library depending on local availability. There is
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also WI-FI access throughout the vessel. Outside there is a rear
sun deck where meals are served in warm weather under shade,
a bar and comfortable deck furniture for sun bathing or relaxing
with a book. On the top deck there is a Jacuzzi and further
observation and sun deck. There is also a small hairdressers on
board with appointments made on request. Your Dining Another
benefit of a small ship is the quality of the cuisine. With only
one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the
galley is able to provide delicious meals. Where possible and
when it meets his high standards, the chef will obtain local
produce in markets or buy the catch of the day from a passing
fishing boat. Such purchases enhance the well stocked larders
and bring a local touch to the

varied menus.
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP
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PRICING


