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SPITSBERGEN IN DEPTH (WORLD EXPLORER)

Spitsbergen is the largest island of the Svalbard archipelago,
and on this voyage we’ll attempt a circumnavigation of the
island. Lying entirely within the Arctic Circle, Spitsbergen is
rugged, wild, unspoiled—utterly unforgettable. When it comes to
viewing arctic wildlife, Spitsbergen is known as one of the most
prolific destinations. The island and surrounding area offers one
of the best opportunities to view polar bears, and with luck you’ll
be able to see the world’s largest carnivores in their natural
habitat. Walrus populations love Spitsbergen as well, feeding in
the food-rich icy waters around the island. Whales and seabirds
will also entertain you during the sailing portions of the
expedition, and you may catch a sighting of reindeer or fox when
taking Zodiac excursions to shore.

ITINERARY

Day 1 — Arrive in Oslo, Norway

Your Arctic voyage begins in Oslo, Norway’s vibrant capital city.
If you arrive early, there are many museums, restaurants and
green spaces to keep you busy before retiring at your included
airport hotel.
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Day 2 — Embarkation Day in Longyearbyen, Svalbard

This morning, the group will transfer to the airport and board our
private charter flight to Longyearbyen, Spitsbergen’s largest
settlement, where you’ll have some time to explore before
embarkation. As your ship sets sail, enjoy your first view of the
island’s rugged, glacier-topped mountains rising majestically
from icy waters.

Days 3 to 13 — Exploring Spitsbergen

Expect a new adventure every day as we begin our
circumnavigation by heading north and around the island of
Spitsbergen, exploring smaller, outlying islands. We plan to
circumnavigate Spitsbergen, but if conditions are favorable, we
will also attempt a circumnavigation of the whole Svalbard
archipelago. Every expedition will be different, depending on the
weather and ice, but some of the places we may visit include
the 14th of July Glacier, Ny London, Phippsøya, Alkefjellet and
the seldom-visited Kvitøya. These names may seem strange to
you, but each site has its own unique appeal. There is no
shortage of natural beauty in Spitsbergen, where colorful tundra
meadows are complemented by immense glaciers. For birders,
the 14th of July Glacier is home to puffins, purple sandpipers,
common eiders, barnacle geese and arctic terns, while
Alkefjellet’s cliffs are teeming with nesting Brünnich’s guillemots
(thick-billed murres). Always on the lookout for wildlife, be sure
to have your camera ready to capture reindeer when we visit
sites like Ny London, Sundneset and Alkhornet. Searching for
the iconic polar bear is a constant activity for your Expedition
Team. Phippsøya and Isbukta are two of the bears’ preferred
places for hunting, which translates into great potential for you
to view and capture them in action. A big part of appreciating
Spitsbergen comes from understanding the culture—not just how
people live today, but also how this land was first explored.

Whaling was a key industry, and you will see remains of
outposts from the 16th century, plus other evidence of whaling
at landing sites such as Smeerenburg.

Day 14 — Disembark in Longyearbyen & fly to Oslo

Your adventure ends in the frontier-style settlement of
Longyearbyen. From here, we’ll transfer you to the airport for
your return group charter flight to Oslo.

Please Note:

Embracing the unexpected is part of the legacy – and excitement
– of expedition travel. There are no guarantees that we can
achieve everything we set out to accomplish. A measure of
flexibility is something all of us must bring to a voyage. There are
nearly 200 recognized sites in the Antarctic Peninsula and
South Shetlands and the places mentioned above may be
changed to others equally as interesting.
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YOUR SHIP: WORLD EXPLORER

YOUR SHIP: World Explorer

VESSEL TYPE: Expedition Ship

LENGTH: 126 metres

PASSENGER CAPACITY: 176

BUILT/REFURBISHED: 2017

Distinct and comfortable, refined and roomy—these attributes
and more describe World Explorer. Not only will it be among our
fastest ships, it will also be one of our finest, with six tiers of
deluxe accommodation. The personal space is exceptional.
Every cabin has either a private walk-out or Juliet balcony for
direct ocean views. World Explorer also delivers plenty of public
areas to unwind in after a day outdoors, including the
glass-domed Observation Lounge for quiet contemplation and
full skyline views, the Explorer Lounge for a drink and a chat,
and the library for more intimate relaxing and reading.
Presentations and discussions are facilitated in a dedicated
lecture theatre. Health and wellness facilities feature an outdoor
running track, a small gym and a sauna, plus a spa with change
rooms, showers and lockers. For the active adventurers, add-ons
include kayaking, camping and stand-up paddleboarding.
Blending high design with total functionality, World Explorer is all
set to be your home away from home on the seas. Cabin: \- All
cabins have exterior views and private bathroom facilities \- TV
and safe in every cabin \- Individual temperature controls \-
Electrical supply: 220v Aboard: \- Chef-prepared meals (all
meals and daily snack included) \- One dining room with

unreserved seating \- Bar staffed by a professional bartender
serving a selection of soft drinks, juices, liquors, spirits, beer
and wine, which can be charged to your shipboard account \-
Comfortable lounge area for reading or relaxing with a cup of
coffee \- Observation decks for spotting wildlife and enjoying
the ever-changing polar landscape \- Polar library stocked with
a large collection of polar books, and games \- Gym \- Pool &
sauna \- Spa facilities and wellness program \- Lecture theatre
\- Polar Boutique \- Ship-to-shore satellite communications
with email and wireless Internet access Activities: \- Zodiac
Cruising (included) \- Kayaking (additional charge) \- Camping
(additional charge) \- Standup Paddleboarding

(additional charge)
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PRICING

ADDITIONAL CHARGES:
2020 MANDATORY TRANSFER
PACKAGE. From 3900 AUD pp


