
01432 507 280 (within UK)

info@small-cruise-ships.com | small-cruise-ships.com

SPITSBERGEN CIRCUMNAVIGATION - A RITE OF PASSAGE

This 14-day journey offers the most extensive exploration of
Spitsbergen in the Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard, including
the opportunity to witness iconic Arctic wildlife like walrus,
reindeer and polar bears, a glimpse into 16th-century maritime
culture at secluded landing sites, and the rare chance to
appreciate breathtaking views at the birdwatching utopias 14th
of July Glacier and Alkefjellet. If conditions allow, we will also
attempt a full circumnavigation of the archipelago, which is
considered a rite of passage for many Arctic enthusiastists. The
wildlife-viewing opportunities on this trip will leave you with
plenty of memories and photos: the walrus with its long tusks
and distinctive whiskers; Arctic birds in all their varied majesty;
small herds of reindeer loping across the tundra; and that most
iconic of Arctic creatures, the polar bear, as it roams the edges
of the pack ice. Shore excursions by Zodiac will enable you to
explore places where few humans have ever set foot. This
voyage truly is the big adventure you've been waiting for.

ITINERARY

Day 1 Arrive in Helsinki, Finland

Your Arctic adventure begins in Helsinki, renowned for its
extraordinary architecture and intriguing mix of eastern and
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western influences. If you arrive early, explore the many
museums, galleries and restaurants, relax at a Finnish sauna or
wander the vibrant Design District before retiring at your
included hotel.

Day 2 Fly to Longyearbyen, Svalbard and Embark

This morning, the group will transfer to the airport and board our
private charter flight to Longyearbyen, Spitsbergen's largest
settlement. As your ship sets sail, enjoy your first view of the
island's rugged, glacier-topped mountains rising majestically
from frigid waters.

Days 3 to 13 Exploring Spitsbergen

Expect a new adventure every day as we begin our journey by
heading north and around the island of Spitsbergen, exploring
smaller, outlying islands. We plan to circumnavigate
Spitsbergen, but if conditions are favorable, we will also attempt
a larger circumnavigation of the archipelago, including many of
the outer islands in the Svalbard archipelago. Every expedition
will be different, depending on the weather and ice, but some of
the places we may visit include the 14th of July Glacier,
Ny-London, Phippsøya, Alkefjellet and the seldom-visited
Kvitøya. These names may seem strange to you, but each site
has its own unique appeal. There is no shortage of natural
beauty in Spitsbergen, where colorful tundra meadows are
complemented by immense glaciers. For birders, 14th of July
Bay is home to puffins, purple sandpipers, black-legged
kittiwakes, pink-footed geese, and barnacle geese, while
Alkefjellet's cliffs are teeming with nesting Brünnich's guillemots

(thick-billed murres). Always on the lookout for wildlife, be sure
to have your camera ready to capture reindeer when we visit
sites like Ny-London, Sundneset and Alkhornet. Searching for
the iconic polar bear is a constant activity for your Expedition
Team. Phippsøya and Isbukta are often home to sea ice, the
bears' preferred habitat for hunting, which translates into great
potential for you to view and capture them in action. A big part
of appreciating Spitsbergen comes from understanding the
history--not just how people live today, but also how this land
was first explored. Whaling was a key industry, and you will see
remains of outposts from the 16th century, plus other evidence
of whaling at landing sites such as Smeerenburg.

Day 14 Disembark in Longyearbyen and Fly to Helsinki

Your adventure ends in the frontier-style settlement of
Longyearbyen. From here, we'll transfer you to the airport for
your return group charter flight to Helsinki, included in the
transfer package.

Please Note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: OCEAN EXPLORER

YOUR SHIP: Ocean Explorer

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Ocean Explorer is a modern ship, elegant and purpose-built for
polar exploration. The 138-passenger vessel has been designed
with the latest in expedition ship technology. One of the ship's
key features is the ULSTEIN X-BOW®, a marine engineering
innovation that ensures a comfortable and smooth sailing
experience thanks to the inverted bow. Located at the bow is the
two-story, light-filled library, which introduces a welcome
airiness to the expedition ship. Spacious cabins feature a
modern, bespoke Scandinavian design and almost all have
verandas. Guests can relax and find comfort in the spacious
gym, sauna with large windows, and two outdoor Jacuzzis.
Ocean Explorer features ample outdoor viewing areas and
multi-height outer decks, which are ideal for long-view
photography and wildlife viewing. The vessel is equipped with a
fleet of 15 Zodiacs that enable guests to get off the ship quickly
and safely for off-ship adventures. In addition to the
well-appointed and spacious public areas, Ocean Explorer has
an industry-leading mix of sustainability systems, including
fuel-efficient Rolls Royce engines. Two Story Library Light-filled
interior library--at the bow of the ship-- allows guests to sit and
relax indoors while taking in the surrounding polar landscapes

from their choice of two levels. Leading Edge Sustainability With
the latest sustainability technology in polar expedition, the ship
features fuel-efficient Rolls-Royce engines and the
ground-breaking MAGS gasification system that converts waste
into energy, eliminating the environmental impact of waste
transportation. ULSTEIN X-Bow In addition to forming the
double-story library, the innovative X-Bow design ensures calm,
energy-efficient sailing in rough waters. High Observation
Outdoor Decks Observation areas on Decks 7 and 8 allow for
higher, longer-view landscape photography while contending
with less sea spray. Quiet and Comfortable Spacious and
luxurious cabins ensure your quiet ambience with no sound
disturbance from adjoining cabins--and almost all cabins
feature a balcony for outdoor viewing. Stunning Interior Design
Each interior element was carefully hand-picked by designers for
you to enjoy, from the dramatic two-story forward lounge, the
floor-to-ceiling glass refuge in the library, to the grand fixtures
and luxe furnishings throughout the ship. Main Dining Room
Contemporary meets cozy in this modern dining room with its
stylish lighting and contemporary art. Located on Deck 5, the
Main Dining Room seats 144 guests, and features expansive
floor-to-ceiling windows that open onto the spectacular polar
wilderness. Private Dining Room Tasteful and intimate. This
stylish, private dining room on deck 5 provides a relaxed dining
experience--with views of the polar landscape--for up to 36
guests. The Latitude Bar A popular social hub on Deck 5, the
beautifully-lit Latitude Bar--with its lush sofas and faux
marble-topped end tables--is large enough to seat 46 and is
ideal for enjoying a quiet drink on your own or hanging out with
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friends. Library Located on Deck 6 at the top of the gorgeous
atrium staircase, this beautiful Library with floor-to-ceiling glass,
accommodates up to 47 people Dry Sauna After a day of
exciting off-ship adventure, guests can relax on the sauna's
traditional wood benches while gazing at the polar wilderness
just outside the large sauna windows. Accommodates 15
people on Deck 7. Fitness Center Stay fit with the latest
work-out equipment in the Fitness Center on Deck 7. Jacuzzis
Two outdoor Jacuzzis on deck 7, at the ship's stern, mean you
can relax alfresco while soaking up the breath-taking polar
views. Observation Lounge This stylish lounge at the top of the
ship guarantees incredible views. Guests also frequent this
spacious lookout on Deck 8 to enjoy cocktails and conversation
with fellow

travelers.
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP

Balcony Suite Deluxe Balcony Suite

Deluxe Veranda Forward Explorer Suite

Explorer Triple Junior Suite

Owner's Suite Owners Suite

Penthouse Suite Solo Panorama

Studio Single Studio Veranda Single

Terrace Suite Ultra Suite
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Veranda Stateroom Veranda Suite
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PRICING

30-Jun-2026 to 14-Jul-2026

Explorer Triple £8706 GBP pp

Explorer Suite £11631 GBP pp

Balcony Suite £12737 GBP pp

Deluxe Balcony Suite £15109 GBP pp

Terrace Suite £15662 GBP pp

Penthouse Suite £16295 GBP pp

Solo Panorama £16295 GBP pp

Owner's Suite £20880 GBP pp

Ultra Suite £23251 GBP pp

09-Jul-2026 to 23-Jul-2026

Deluxe Veranda Forward £10840 GBP pp

Veranda Stateroom £11394 GBP pp

Veranda Suite £12105 GBP pp

Studio Single £14239 GBP pp

Junior Suite £14239 GBP pp

Studio Veranda Single £15425 GBP pp

Penthouse Suite £16532 GBP pp

Owners Suite £17638 GBP pp


