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SEPTEMBER IN THE MEDITERRANEAN - ISLAND HOPPING FROM GIBRALTAR TO ROME

The seas between Gibraltar and Italy offer access to a wealth of
ancient sites, unspoiled islands and traditional towns and
during this delightful voyage we will focus on the islands
spending time on Mallorca, Menorca, Sardinia, Corsica and
Elba. This itinerary with its eclectic mix of picturesque places is
exactly the type of journey normally undertaken by private
yachts and the 118-passenger MS Island Sky is ideal for the
purpose, taking us to some of the loveliest places in the
Mediterranean. We have ensured that each day has an
enjoyable mix of culture with some time at leisure to explore
under your own steam or time relaxing at sea. Added to our
fascinating itinerary we have the pleasure of cruising aboard the
all-suite MS Island Sky. From time to time we may pass a huge
cruise liner and at moments like this we can be thankful that
with just over 100 fellow, like minded travellers, we are able to
visit atmospheric ports and towns which the big ships cannot
access. We will discover timeless islands with their aura of
history, unique island lifestyles and spectacular beauty which
will capture our hearts as we travel a less well trodden path
across the Mediterranean. Late September is the perfect time
for our voyage when the crowds of August have dispersed and
the weather is ideal for touring. There will be ample time to relax
on board as we sail between our ports of call during which time
you will be able to attend the informative talks by our onboard
Guest Speaker.

ITINERARY

Day 1 London to Gibraltar.

Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this afternoon and transfer to the
MS Island Sky. Sail this evening.

Day 2 At Sea.

Spend the day at sea as we start our journey across the
Mediterranean.

Day 3 Palma de Mallorca, Mallorca.

Mallorca, the largest of the Balearic Islands, has a rich history
dating back to the Phoenicians when it was under the control of
Carthage, the principal North African city at that time, before
flourishing under Roman rule. From our berth in Palma we will
take the beautifully maintained vintage train that connects
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Palma with the pretty town of Soller on the island's west coast
and enjoy splendid mountain views of the Serra de Tramuntana,
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Over the course of just seven
kilometres the railway rises 199 metres, runs through 13 tunnels
and crosses several bridges. There will be some time to explore
Soller before taking a scenic drive to the village of Valldemossa,
a quiet and traditional town with narrow streets and lanes. We
will take a walk around the town followed by lunch at a local
restaurant before returning to Palma where we will have time to
explore at our own pace and perhaps take the opportunity to
visit the impressive Gothic style cathedral.

Day 4 Mahon, Menorca.

Over breakfast we arrive in Menorca, the most northerly of the
Balearics and the least dedicated to tourism. The island offers
pastoral countryside, historic towns and superb beaches. This
morning choose to join an island drive including the mysterious
rock mounds (talayots) and megalithic stone monuments which
were erected some 4,000 years ago before making our way to
aristocratic Ciudadella, the architectural showpiece of Menorca.
Situated at the head of a long channel from the sea, the city has
had its share of disputes over sovereignty, and its character
reflects the influence of Moorish, Turkish and Spanish rule. We
have the afternoon at leisure in the pretty harbour town of
Mahon before we sail this evening.

Day 5 Porto Torres for Alghero, Sardinia.

After a morning at sea we arrive in Sardinia at Porto Torres. A
panoramic drive takes us to Nuraghe Palmavera with its main
tower of the Nuraghe, which still has its dome shaped ceiling
that dates back to 1100 BC. The complex, which was
abandoned in the 5th century BC due to fire, shows the different
phases of social life and political organisation of the tribal

community. Continue to the Medieval city of Alghero which was
colonised by the Catalans in the 14th century. Today there is
still a strong Catalan identity throughout the town and it is often
even referred to as "Barceloneta". There will be some free time
to walk through the Medieval streets and along the city walls or
maybe visit the archaeological museum.

Day 6 Bonifacio, Corsica.

Be on deck this morning as we arrive in Corsica at Bonifacio's
stunning natural harbour. Well known by Odysseus as the home
of the savage and giant laestrygonians, today Bonifacio's
breathtaking clifftop setting and relaxed pace make it one of the
most welcoming ports in the Mediterranean. On our morning
tour we will explore the narrow streets and the historical heart of
the town. We will discover the Bosco quarter with the St Francis
Convent, the 14th century church of St Marie Majeure and take
in the views from the clifftop on which the city is built.
Afterwards maybe take a walk in the nearby Marine Park which
offers some stunning views back to the town.

Day 7 Bastia & St Florent.

Situated on the north of the island of Corsica, Bastia was the
old Genoese capital and is now a busy port. Its setting is
handsome, the classic Mediterranean allure of pale, sunlit
streets flanked with tall colourful buildings. Our walking tour of
the historic quarter will include the 15th century cathedral,
chapels and Baroque buildings such as the Oratoire St Roch,
Oratoire de l'Immaculee Conception and the Roccoco church, St
Jean Baptiste, famous for its twin campaniles. Enjoy a leisurely
afternoon or maybe join an excursion to the small fishing port of
St Florent. Our drive will take us through the Nebbio which takes
its name from the thick mist that sweeps over the region and is
now reputed for its fine wines from Patrimonio. On arrival in St
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Florent we will have time to wander the maze of narrow streets
and take a coffee in one of the waterfront cafes whilst watching
the yachts in the marina.

Day 8 Portoferraio, Elba, Italy.

Today we call into the enchanting island of Elba, best known as
Napoleon's island of exile from 1814 to 1815. Departing from
the island's busy capital Portoferraio, we set out for a delightful
drive exploring the southern region of this charming island with
superb views over the coastline. The first stop will be Villa San
Martino which was the summer residence of Napoleon
Bonaparte and has been transformed into a museum. Later
enjoy some time at leisure in Porto Azzurro with its picturesque
harbour. Our drive continues along the coast to the 17th century
country wine farm, La Chiusa, which is beautifully nestled in a
vineyard estate surrounded by olive trees and overlooking the
ocean. As any self-respecting mansion on Elba, La Chiusa
claims to have once housed Napoleon during his exile here.
Experience the estate's interesting cellar to learn how the wine is
handled and produced and in the estate's garden facing the sea
we will enjoy a delicious sampling of the local wine. Return to
the ship for lunch and enjoy an afternoon at leisure in
Portoferraio.

Day 9 Civitavecchia to London.

Disembark after breakfast and transfer to Rome airport for the
return scheduled flight.

Please note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: ISLAND SKY

YOUR SHIP: Island Sky

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

With a maximum passenger capacity of only 116, a vessel of
her size is capable of carrying many more but instead the MS
Island Sky has the benefit of unusually large suites, luxuriously
appointed public areas and spacious outside decks. There is a
high ratio of crew to passengers- the friendly crew of 75 crew
and Scandinavian captains are experienced mariners, having
been in service aboard large 2000 plus passenger vessels and
who now prefer a less frantic life aboard a small ship. If, like
them and us, you prefer a more peaceful life at sea, you will find
the MS Island Sky the perfect ship. When choosing the vessel
for your next voyage of discovery, you can select a ship with
endless entertainment and impersonal service or come with us
where peace, high quality service and attention to detail are the
order of the day. We promise there will be no organised
entertainment, fancy dress, deck games or any of the usual big
ship experiences. The atmosphere on board is more akin to a
private yacht or country hotel. A little music in the lounge or bar
after dinner, guest speakers, informative port briefings from our
cruise director and of course good food which may be enjoyed
leisurely in the attractive dining room. After a day ashore you will
return to the comfort and peace of a well run and exceedingly

comfortable ship. Your Suite Onboard there are 57 exceptionally
spacious and well designed suites. All feature a sitting room
area and some have private balconies. The feeling of luxury is
enhanced by the wood panelling and brass, which predominates
throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere of a private
yacht. The passenger accommodation is arranged over five
decks and all suites have outside views. Each affords
considerable comfort with en-suite bathroom featuring
marble-topped vanity unit with sink and walk-in shower, large
wardrobes, dressing table with large mirror and stool and
excellent storage. There is a mini-fridge, flat screen television
with inbuilt DVD player which can also play CDs and a
telephone in each suite. Bottled water, towelling dressing gowns
and slippers are also provided for your comfort. Other facilities
include a programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted
toiletries and individually controlled air-conditioning and
heating. The suites on each deck have their own colour theme.
Soft hues and blended tones enhance the traditional maritime
style making the passenger accommodation an inviting and
relaxing place to be. Your Space The spacious and finely
decorated public rooms include a large lounge where daily
briefings and talks will be provided throughout the voyage and
an elegant bar where a pianist plays periodically throughout the
day. The bar also features a 24-hour tea and coffee station. The
onboard library is the perfect place to relax with a book and is
stocked with reference books pertaining to the places the vessel
is visiting along with a selection of games and two computers
with internet access. Daily newspapers and magazines are also
placed in the library depending on local availability. There is
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also WI-FI access throughout the vessel. Outside there is a rear
sun deck where meals are served in warm weather under shade,
a bar and comfortable deck furniture for sun bathing or relaxing
with a book. On the top deck there is a Jacuzzi and further
observation and sun deck. There is also a small hairdressers on
board with appointments made on request. Your Dining Another
benefit of a small ship is the quality of the cuisine. With only
one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the
galley is able to provide delicious meals. Where possible and
when it meets his high standards, the chef will obtain local
produce in markets or buy the catch of the day from a passing
fishing boat. Such purchases enhance the well stocked larders
and bring a local touch to the

varied menus.
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP
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PRICING


