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SECRETS OF THE VISAYAS ARCHIPELAGO LUXURY SMALL SHIP CRUISE

Between the pristine shores of the Philippines, set off on an
adventure in the heart of the Visayas, an archipelago of still
little-known islands shaped by spectacular nature, with
mangroves, paddy fields and fishing villages, only accessible by
local transport. In the Philippine Sea, the silhouette of Mayon
Volcano in Legazpi will appear, overlooking rice fields, villages
and volcanic landscapes in an enchanted setting. Explore
distant lands, their scenery sculpted by the elements, from the
spectacular rocky formations of Biri to the softer shores ofCuatro
Islas. The adventure will continue in the heart of denser nature,
featuring wild rivers and tropical forests , before opening up onto
stunning beaches, perfect for swimming and snorkelling. Finally,
Marinduque will reveal a more cultural aspect of the
archipelago, with local handicrafts, scenes of rural life and
ancestral traditions.

ITINERARY

Day 1 - Manila

On first sight, the Philippines' capital shows its highly
Americanised Asian megalopolis side, with ultramodern
skyscrapers set all along the waterfront. But when you stroll
through the cobbled streets of the **Intramuros** district,
you'll discover a different side of **Manila** , one that's full of
old-world charm. An enchanted pause in the middle of urban
bustle, Rizal Park's 60 hectares of magnificent green parkland is
perfect for recharging your batteries. To see the city from a
different angle, take a walk along Roxas boulevard, a popular
seaside promenade.
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Day 2 - At sea

During your journey at sea, make the most of the many services
and activities on board. Treat yourself to a moment of relaxation
in the spa or stay in shape in the fitness centre. Depending on
the season, let yourself be tempted by the swimming pool or a
spot of sunbathing. This journey without a port of call will also
be an opportunity to enjoy the conferences or shows proposed
on board, depending on the activities offered, or to do some
shopping in the boutique or to meet the PONANT photographers
in their dedicated space. As for lovers of the open sea, they will
be able to visit the ship's upper deck to admire the spectacle of
the waves and perhaps be lucky enough to observe marine
species. A truly enchanted interlude, combining comfort, rest
and entertainment.

Day 3 - Legazpi, Albay

Dominated by the silhouette of the **Mayon Volcano,**
Legazpi reveals a spectacular setting in the heart of the Bicol
Peninsula. This elegant town, facing the **Gulf of Albay** ,
offers a rare balance between nature and cultural heritage. A
veritable symbol of the Philippines, the Mayon Volcano is a
source of fascination with its **conical form** and the legends
that surround it. During your exploration, admire the panoramas
from **Daraga Church** and the**Cagsawa Ruins** ,
witnesses to a past eruption. You will be able to continue on
towards **lush green hills** , or discover local know-how, such
as **abaca fibre** and **pili nuts**. Volcanic landscapes,
living traditions, gastronomic immersion: this port of call will
reveal the full beauty of Albay Province.

Day 4 - Biri Island

Classed as a **protected natural landscape and seascape** ,
Biri Island, off the island of Samar, reveals a spectacular decor

shaped by the forces of nature. Beaten by the waves of the
Pacific, the island shelters impressive **rocky formations**
sculpted over millions of years, recognised today as a national
geological monument. These striking reliefs, spread over several
islands, offer almost surreal panoramas, between **natural
pools** and sculpted cliffs. Reach the iconic sites in local
vehicles, then make your way through the **mangroves** , to
the viewpoints that give onto the unique rocky formations. The
experience will continue in a **fishing village** , where scenes
of daily life and traditional know-how set the pace of your
exploration. Between raw nature, **local immersion** and
moments of contemplation, this port of call will reveal one of the
most fascinating facets of the Philippines.

Day 5 - Cuatro Islands

Travelling through the eastern provinces of the **Philippines**
enables us to discover some of the last remaining pristine
environments and remote untouched villages scattered
throughout this nation of contrasts. The **Cuatro Islands** is a
12,500-hectare protected landscape and seascape situated in
the municipalities of Inopacan and Hindang. The Cuatro Islands
are four small islands renowned for their white sand beaches,
traditional **fishing villages** and colourful marine
environment. Here you will have the opportunity to witness
village life in a remote, traditional fishing village and snorkel in
the **clear tropical waters**.

Day 6 - Samar Island Natural Park

The town of Catbalogan, where you will disembark before a
one-hour road journey, is the gateway to a truly exceptional site:
the Samar Island Natural Park, one of the **largest natural
sanctuaries** in the Philippines. This lush setting, covering over
**300,000 hectares** , is home to remarkable biodiversity,
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between primary forests and wild rivers. In the heart of this
pristine nature, set off for an active immersion along the
Paranas Ecotrail, punctuated with **spectacular viewpoints**
and a suspension bridge, where each stage reveals the riches of
the local flora. The adventure will continue on the **Ulot
River** , aboard traditional boats that were used to transport
wood in the past and have now been reinvented for an authentic
discovery. Between exploration and grandiose scenery, this port
of call offers a rare experience, bringing you as close as possible
to pristine and inspiring nature.

Day 7 - Cresta de Gallo Island

Located off the coast of the large island of Sibuyan, in the
Romblon Province, Cresta de Gallo offers a real change of
scenery, thanks to its breathtaking natural landscapes and its
**tropical vegetation**. This preserved sanctuary is composed
of two islands connected by a long **white sandbar**. The
island is known to shelter diverse marine life, particularly
**colourful tropical fish** and sea turtles. It has no tourist
infrastructure or local community, and its ecosystem is rich
in**coral reefs**. You will be able to explore the island on foot
and take a dip in its **crystal-clear turquoise waters** , perfect
for relaxing and **swimming**.

Day 8 - Marinduque, Mimaropa

Rising from the water between Sibuyan Sea and Tayabas Bay,
Marinduque's appeal lies in its **peaceful and profoundly
authentic atmosphere.** A heart-shaped island, it will reveal a
mosaic of **lush green rice paddies, lively villages** and
scenes of daily life in which time seems to stand still. You will be
welcomed by the Moriones, who, according to tradition, parade
each year during Holy Week as part of a colourful festival.
During this street party, the participants wear masks and

costumes recreating the appearance of biblical imperial Roman
soldiers. You will then discover **Boac** , capital of the
Marinduque Province, which offers heritage, handicrafts and
ancestral know-how, thanks to your visit of the national museum
and an encounter with **local sculptors**. Thanks to these
gentle landscapes and rich traditions, this port of call promises
a subtle balance of discovery and immersion.

Day 9 - Manila

On first sight, the Philippines' capital shows its highly
Americanised Asian megalopolis side, with ultramodern
skyscrapers set all along the waterfront. But when you stroll
through the cobbled streets of the **Intramuros** district,
you'll discover a different side of **Manila** , one that's full of
old-world charm. An enchanted pause in the middle of urban
bustle, Rizal Park's 60 hectares of magnificent green parkland is
perfect for recharging your batteries. To see the city from a
different angle, take a walk along Roxas boulevard, a popular
seaside promenade.

Please note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: LE SOLEAL

YOUR SHIP: Le Soleal

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Luxury Small Ship A sleek silhouette, a welcoming intimate
atmosphere, and the same philosophy that has made her sister
ships, L'Austral, Lyrial and Le Boreal, such a success. This
magnificent yacht of only 132 staterooms and suites, all with
balconies, has contemporary decor inspired by the luxury
yachting world, with fluid lines and a modern colour scheme
combining natural wood with shades of grey and white. White
Corian counters in the lobby contrast with the warmth of leather
to recall a boat's hull, while the central scuplture of enamelled
pieces takes its inspiration from the sea. In the lounge bar, the
carpet picks up a tennis stripe theme symbolising a certain idea
of cruising, one synonomous with French elegance and a chic
seaside spirit. Wheelchairs 3 specially adapted wheelchair
cabins (Deck 3 = Superior cabin no. 307, no balcony, Deck 4 =
Prestige Cabin no. 407 - with balcony and Deck 5 = Prestige
Cabin no 509, with balcony) and lifts to all decks/areas. Read
about our recent Ponant cruise to Antarctica Please click the
following links to read more about Ponant and the other Ponant
cruise ships.
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP

Deluxe Stateroom Deluxe Suite

Owner's Suite Prestige Stateroom Deck 4

Prestige Stateroom Deck 5 Prestige Stateroom Deck 6

Prestige Suite Deck 5 Prestige Suite Deck 6



01432 507 280 (within UK)

info@small-cruise-ships.com | small-cruise-ships.com

PRICING

11-Feb-2028 to 19-Feb-2028

Prestige Suite Deck 6 £10205 GBP pp

Superior Stateroom £3875 GBP pp

Prestige Suite Deck 5 £9705 GBP pp

Owner's Suite £16625 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom Deck 5 £4885 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom Deck 4 £4655 GBP pp

Deluxe Stateroom £4195 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom Deck 6 £5165 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite £7185 GBP pp


