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SECRET ISLANDS OF MELANESIA LUXURY CRUISE

In the heart of Melanesia lies a world of unspoilt islands where
volcanic archipelagos and ancestral cultures shape landscapes
of rare intensity. From Fiji to Vanuatu and on to the Solomon
Islands, you will be charmed by the diversity of these distant
lands and their enduring traditions. In the Fijian islands of Viti
Levu and the Yasawas , coastal villages, palm-fringed beaches
and kava traditions offer an authentic immersion, before giving
way to the spectacular landscapes of Vanuatu, from Tanna and
Ambrym, two active volcanoes, to the tropical forests and deeply
rooted _kastom_ traditions of Malekula. Around Espiritu Santo
and the northern islands of Vanuatu , translucent lagoons,
mangroves and blue holes create enchanting landscapes rich in
unique biodiversity. Finally, in the Solomon Islands, from Nend o
to Santa Ana, you will be captivated by remote villages that bear
witness to an island heritage steeped in ancestral traditions. As
the journey unfolds, snorkeling and local encounters will bring
you closer to the lush and vibrant natural world.
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Day 1 - Lautoka, Viti Levu Island

**Lautoka** is the second largest city of Fiji. Located on the
western side of the island of Viti Levu, 24 kilometres north of
Nadi. Lying in the heart of Fiji's sugar cane growing region, it is
known as the **Sugar City**. Lautoka is the gateway to Fiji's
"Sun coast" a land of abundant sunshine, azure skies and
dramatic grass-covered peaks chequered with sugar-cane fields,
rural villages and quaint market towns.

Day 2 - Levuka, Ovalau Island
The former capital of Fiji, Levuka enjoys a peaceful setting on
the island of Ovalau and retains the unique charm of a small
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town facing the sea. A **UNESCO World Heritage Site** | it
stands as a reminder of the archipelago's colonial history
through its **19th-century buildings** , its wooden houses and
its timeless atmosphere. During the excursion, you will be able
to wander around the town's historic streets, go to **Mission
Hill** and explore the significant sites in Fijian history,
particularly those associated with the cession of Fiji to the
British Crown. Legacy and cultural heritage will thus set the
rhythm of this unforgettable port of call.

Day 3 - Yasawa Island

Northwest of Fiji, the Yasawa Islands form a **volcanic chain**
boasting spectacular landscapes, between steep slopes**,
turquoise lagoons** and beaches of clear sand. In this isolated
environment, the villages perpetuate a way of life that is
profoundly focused on the community and on local traditions.
The port of call will thus enable you to plunge into the heart of
these islands' warm atmosphere through **welcome
ceremonies** | moments spent **relaxing on the beach** and
encounters with the inhabitants. Between tropical charm and
stunning marine landscapes, Yasawa offers a privileged
immersion into one of the South Pacific's most iconic
archipelagos.

Day 4 - At sea

During your journey at sea, make the most of the many services
and activities on board. Treat yourself to a moment of relaxation
in the spa or stay in shape in the fitness centre. Depending on
the season, let yourself be tempted by the swimming pool or a
spot of sunbathing. This journey without a port of call will also
be an opportunity to enjoy the conferences or shows proposed
on board, depending on the activities offered, or to do some
shopping in the boutique or to meet the PONANT photographers
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in their dedicated space. As for lovers of the open sea, they will
be able to visit the ship's upper deck to admire the spectacle of
the waves and perhaps be lucky enough to observe marine
species. A truly enchanted interlude, combining comfort, rest
and entertainment.

Day 5 - Tanna Island

A visit to **Vanuatu** cannot be complete without viewing the
erupting **Mount Yasur Volcano** on the Island of
**Tanna**. It is regarded as the world's most accessible active
volcano. Known for its spectacular persistent strombolian
activity consisting of regular small to violent explosions, it has
been in more-or-less continuous activity since Captain James
Cook observed ash eruptions in 1774. Often referred to as "the
lighthouse of the Pacific", the glow of the volcano apparently led
Captain Cook to Tanna during the first European journey to the
island. Today the volcano is considered a sacred area by
members of the John Frum cargo cult, who believe their deity
resides in the heart of the volcano.

Day 6 - Epi

Day 7 - Ambrym Island

The island of Ambrym in Vanuatu is often referred to as**the
"black" island** due to its volcanic ash and because of
its**'black magic' steeped in mystery**. In the villages, the
ancient customs play a significant part in day to day living. The
**"Man blong Majik"** are treated with the utmost respect and
practice sorcery and magic beyond all imaginings. Ambrym
prides itself on some unique characteristics, such as the
magnificent tam-tams (or slit gongs) sculpted out of tree trunks,
sand-drawing, black-fern masks and local dances. The most
striking custom dance is the Rom (or masked) dance - where 9
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foot covertly cloaked and masked 'spirits’ stomp out ancient
rhythms to the beat of the tam tam.

Day 8 - Malekula

**Malekula** is the second largest island in Vanuatu and the
most diverse, culturally and linguistically, with over **thirty
distinct languages** spoken. Some of the best custom dances
come from the island. The very friendly villagers will be proud to
share with you their cultural heritage. Guests will be transferred
ashore for a welcome and cultural performance. Afterwards, you
will have an opportunity to * *witness traditional village** life in
**Malekula** , with demonstrations of traditional village
practices such as **weaving** and **Kava** , and purchase
genuine artefacts.

Day 9 - Mavea Island, Espiritu Santo Island

Near Espiritu Santo, the island of Mavea offers a seaside
interlude in a peaceful tropical environment. Accessible by
Zodiac dinghy, this port of call invites you to make the most of
its **sandy beaches** edged with clear water, perfect for
**swimming** and relaxing. The experience will also feature
the discovery of the famous "**Water Music "**, a local
tradition performed by the women and young girls of Gaua. This
unique performance, based on the percussions and rhythms
created on the surface of the water, is an iconic cultural moment
on the archipelago. Visitors will then be able to try out this
original practice themselves. Between cultural discovery and
enjoyable water sports, Mavea unveils a simple and authentic
approach to insular life in Vanuatu.

Day 9 - Espiritu Santo Island
At the end of the world, in the north of New Caledonia, lies
Vanuatu, a little archipelago that subsists mainly from fishing
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and farming. It is composed of several islands, **Espiritu
Santo** being the largest and one of the most beautiful. You
can meet the people here who are very welcoming and who live
in harmony with nature. Plus you will see **unimaginable
landscapes** formed of volcanic rocks, as well as sandy
beaches and lagoons of turquoise waters. You will be surprised
to find, in the middle of dense vegetation, brackish water with
an amazing ecosystem called "blue holes". If **paradise**
exists, it must be here.

Day 10 - Ureparapara Island

Ureparapara, also known as Parapara for short, is the third
largest island in the Banks group of Northern Vanuatu and
formed by an extinct volcano cone that has been breached by
the sea on its east coast, forming a spectacular 3km long
harbour. During your voyage, your ship will **sail into the
natural harbour** , affording guests spectacular views from the
outer decks. You will also have the opportunity to go ashore for
a **welcome and custom dances**. An opportunity to witness
life in one of the remotest parts of Vanuatu. Very few vessels
visit this part of Vanuatu and the local residents are eager to
welcome visitors.

Day 11 - Loh Island

Located in the Torres islands, the northernmost part of the
republic of Vanuatu, the **island of Loh** is a **protected
site.** It only has around 200 inhabitants, for a surface area of
around 14 square kilometres. So, it is easy to meet people here,
and maybe even share in their age-old traditions. Loh carries the
promise of a **timeless** journey, in the heart of virgin forest
and immaculate beaches, **tropical transparent waters** that
invite you to observe marine life at your leisure. Here, you will
find the most amazing plant and animal life.
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Day 12 - Lata, Santa Cruz Islands

Nestling in the heart of the Solomon Islands archipelago, the
Santa Cruz Islands offer a timeless interlude, with their turquoise
lagoons and ancestral traditions. On the main island of Nendo,
the charming village of Lata will captivate you with its peaceful
atmosphere and its immaculate beaches, edged by sparkling
coral reefs. On land, you will find a full expression of Melanesian
authenticity as you are immersed in the local customs and set
off to meet the inhabitants, who are proud to share their way of
life -- well off the beaten track.

Day 13 - Santa Ana Island

**Qwaraha** (formerly Santa Ana) is located at the eastern
end of Makira (San Cristobal) and just north of the smaller
Owariki (Santa Catalina). Our ship will navigate through the
picturesque channel separating the Islands before dropping
anchor just outside Port Mary. The islanders are well known for
preserving ancient traditions and producing intricate **wooden
carvings**. Their artefacts include magnificently carved fishing
floats and ceremonial bowls intricately inlayed with shells. After
a short zodiac ride ashore you will be guided through the village
to an open area to witness a number of traditional
performances. Afterwards experience life in a traditional
Solomon Island village or**take a swim** in the warm tropical
waters of Port Mary.

Day 14 - Honiara, Guadalcanal Island

Honiara is the capital city of The Solomon Islands, administered
as a provincial town on the north-western coast of Guadalcanal
Island. **Honiara** comes from the local Ghari Language
"naho-ni-ara" meaning 'facing the ara', the place where the
southeast winds meet the land. Discover this city, its beautiful
landscape, and the significant role it played in **World War

. The Small Cruise
Ship Collection

01432 507 280 (within UK)

wiww.cmall-eruise-shipe com

info@small-cruise-ships.com

[I**. Particularly The Battle of Henderson Field, the last of the
three major land offensives conducted by the Japanese in
1942.

Please note:
Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: LE JACQUES CARTIER
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YOUR SHIP: Le Jacques Cartier

VESSEL TYPE:
LENGTH:
PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Featuring innovative and environmentally-friendly equipment,
elegantly designed staterooms, spacious suites with large
windows, and lounge areas that open onto the outside, this new
limited-capacity yacht boasting just 92 staterooms and suites
will offer you a truly unique cruising experience. Le Jacques
Cartier will embody refinement, intimacy and comfort. Aboard
this ship that flies the French flag, you will experience the
incomparable pleasure of an intimate cruise, with the possibility
of exploring an ever-increasing range of destinations in an
ethnic-chic ambiance with luxury service. Experience a luxurious
setting where the accent is on authenticity and passion for
travel. RESTAURANTS As it is an essential part of French culture,
gastronomy will naturally have pride of place aboard this new
ship. To the back of Deck 4, you will find a 260 m?2 panoramic
restaurant which can accommodate all of our passengers in a
single sitting. Designed differently to that on our other ships, this
dining area, which opens onto the outside, will have a buffet of
salads, desserts and cheeses at your disposal. Our discreet and
attentive crew will provide table service for hot meals. In a
relaxed atmosphere, an outdoor grill on Deck 3 will serve grilled
meats with a variety of salads and desserts. PUBLIC AREAS Le
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Jacques Cartier has many common areas that are designed and
equipped to meet all of your needs while preserving the intimacy
of each passenger. A 140 m?2 reception area includes: A
reception/concierge desk, An excursions desk, The ship's
administrative services, The sales office, manned by our Guest
Relations Officer, Our 50 m2? boutique which sells clothing,
jewellery, beauty products, postcards and various accessories,
Toilets accessible to passengers with reduced mobility. A new
hydraulic platform with adjustable height provides: Easier
boarding than on any other cruise ship, Easier Zodiac
embarkation and disembarkation for expeditions, Easier access
to the sea for swimming and practising various water sports
such as kayaking or paddle-boarding. A pool deck offering: A
pool with a panoramic view, equipped with a counter-current
swimming system, A pleasant solarium, An outdoor bar and
lounge with armchairs and sofas. A 200 m? main lounge which
can accommodate all of our passengers to share convivial
moments and to host activities organised during the day or
evening. Lastly, a theatre that seats 188, equipped with: The
latest sound and lighting technology, A LED wall as the stage
backdrop, for the projection of high-resolution images and
videos. Please click the following links to read more about
Ponant and the other Ponant
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Deluxe Stateroom

Deluxe Suite Deck 4

S

Deluxe Suite Deck 6

Owner's Suite

Prestige Stateroom Deck 5
Prestige Suite Deck 5
Privilege Suite Deck 5
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Deluxe Suite Deck 3

Deluxe Suite Deck 5

Grand Deluxe Suite
Prestige Stateroom Deck 4
Prestige Stateroom Deck 6
Prestige Suite Deck 6
Privilege Suite Deck 6
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PRICING

21-Jan-2028 to 03-Feb-2028

Owner's Suite £26595 GBP pp
Privilege Suite Deck 6 £18975 GBP pp
Grand Deluxe Suite £20705 GBP pp
Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £13205 GBP pp
Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £13205 GBP pp
Deluxe Suite Deck 4 £13205 GBP pp
Deluxe Suite Deck 3 £13205 GBP pp
Privilege Suite Deck 5 £18975 GBP pp
Prestige Suite Deck 5 £17325 GBP pp
Prestige Stateroom Deck 6 £9905 GBP pp

Deluxe Stateroom £8335 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom Deck 5 £9455 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom Deck 4 £9085 GBP pp

Prestige Suite Deck 6 £18145 GBP pp
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