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POLAR BEARS IN THE CHANGING ARCTIC: NEW SCIENTIST DISCOVERY TOURS

Welcome to Aurora Expeditions' special edition Polar Bears in
the Changing Arctic expedition, in partnership with New Scientist
Discovery Tours. Embark on an unforgettable adventure to the
Arctic, a land of awe-inspiring beauty and untamed wilderness.
Focusing on the largest island of the Svalbard archipelago, we
slice through pack ice to find walrus and bearded seals, and sail
along spectacular fjords surrounded by jagged mountains that
pierce the sky. June is a prime time to witness the Arctic's
vibrant wildlife in action. Marvel at a plethora of species on land
and at sea, from Arctic foxes and polar bears to marine giants
like humpback and fin whales returning from their tropical
wintering grounds. As ice retreats, the tundra blooms and
towering cliffs echo with millions of nesting seabirds - a truly
unforgettable natural spectacle. Whether you are travelling solo,
as a couple or with friends, you will share this adventure with
like-minded individuals who cherish the wonders of nature and
science. This unique cruise will be co-hosted by New Scientist
Discovery Tours, known for its amazing, science-filled tours,
cruises and expeditions, all inspired by the journalism of New
Scientist, the world's most popular weekly science and
technology publication. Now, in partnership with Aurora
Expeditions, New Scientist Discovery Tours is setting sail to the
polar regions to provide breathtaking and illuminating travel
experiences that combine the extraordinary natural surroundings
with a focus on science and discovery. Enjoy a vibrant program
of expert-led talks, workshops, shore visits and Zodiac cruises,
covering topics from polar science (including glaciology and
marine biology) to the big-picture questions about life, the
universe, and what it means to be human.
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ITINERARY

Day 1 Arrive in Oslo

Having made your way to Oslo, you will be met by a
representative of Aurora Expeditions and transferred to our
group hotel. Upon arrival at your included hotel, please visit the
Aurora Expeditions hospitality desk to collect your luggage cabin
tags and to speak with our ground operations team, who may
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have information to share with you about pre-embarkation or to
provide you with information about where to dine, withdraw cash
or purchase last minute items from a local pharmacy or
supermarket.

The remainder of your time is at leisure. All meals today are at
your own expense.

Accommodation: Oslo Hotel (to be advised)

Day 2 Fly to Longyearbyen, embarkation

Spitsbergen is the largest island in the Svalbard archipelago and
offers Arctic wilderness at its best. Phenomenal fjords,
magnificent mountain ranges, and a polar desert rich in fossils
set the stage for heroic tales of early exploration.

See walrus hauled out on sea ice or beaches, stretch your legs
on tundra walks carpeted in brightly coloured wildflowers, and
visit towering cliffs noisy with nesting guillemots and puffins.
This expedition has been thoughtfully designed and includes a
mix of activities, such as expert-led talks, engaging workshops
and exhilarating Zodiac cruise safaris. You will be accompanied
by engaging guest speakers from the world of science chosen by
New Scientist Discovery Tours, along with the highly
knowledgeable and supportive expedition team. Learn about
topics including glaciology, climate, marine biology, and the
history of polar exploration, deepening your connection to this
remote and rugged archipelago.

If you've chosen an optional activity such as kayaking, you'll
have the chance to enjoy it when conditions allow. For those
eager to take a polar plunge, once conditions are suitable, you'll
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hear the call to prepare for an exhilarating dip - a memory to
savour for years to come.

Days 3-7 Spitsbergen

The island of Spitsbergen is the largest in the Svalbard
Archipelago and offers Arctic wilderness at its best. The
members of our experienced Expedition Team, who have made
countless journeys to this area, will use their expertise to tailor
our day-to-day itinerary, choosing the best options, based on
the prevailing weather, sea-ice conditions and the possibility of
encounters with wildlife.

Phenomenal fjords, magnificent mountains ranges, and a polar
desert rich in fossils, set the stage for heroic tales of early
exploration. See walrus hauled-out on sea ice or on beaches.
On land, we stretch our legs on walks across tundra carpeted in
brightly coloured wildflowers. We visit towering cliffs noisy with
nesting guillemots and puffins, and scree slopes that hold
Svalbard's largest little auk colonies.

If you have chosen an optional activity such as kayaking, you
will have an opportunity to enjoy that activity when conditions
allow. For those who are enthusiastic to participate in a polar
plunge, as soon as conditions are suitable, you will hear the
announcement to prepare for an exhilarating dip - a memory you
will savour for years to come.

Day 8 Disembark in Longyearbyen, fly to Oslo

During the early morning, we cruise back into Longyearbyen.
Farewell your Expedition Team upon disembarkation and enjoy
some free time before transferring to the airport for your return
charter flight to Oslo to continue your journey.
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Note: the arrival time in Oslo is contingent on the approved
allocated slot for our charter flight to and from Longyearbyen,
which we expect to receive in March 2027.

Please note:
Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: SYLVIA EARLE

YOUR SHIP: Sylvia Earle

VESSEL TYPE:
LENGTH:
PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Sylvia Earle made her inaugural cruise in 2022; she honours the
highly accomplished marine biologist, oceanographer and
explorer, Sylvia Earle. As the first female chief scientist of the
U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and
named by Time Magazine as its first Hero for the Planet in 1998
- this vessel pays tribute to Sylvia's long standing conservation
efforts for marine protected areas and ocean wildlife. Sylvia
Earle will be actively involved in the development of her
namesake. The streamlined Ulstein X-BOW® cuts through the
swell so you feel fewer vibrations and disturbances, and makes
quicker transits through waves. It also helps reduce fuel
consumption by up to 60%”. Experience the Glass Atrium
Lounge inside the bow, featuring huge windows and superb
views to the front of the ship. In between landings, enjoy the
heated saltwater open air swimming pool and jacuzzis on board
the Sylvia Earle and watch the world go by, or experience our
gym, sauna or enjoy a massage (additional cost) in the
Wellness centre. Sylvia Earle carries many Zodiacs, which you
can board via four dedicated, sea-level launching platforms.
These platforms make boarding the Zodiacs as quick, efficient
and safe as possible, minimising wait times and getting you
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closer to the action for longer. Dining One of the most important
parts of any expedition is the food! Whatever adventures the
day holds, you will be fuelled-up with hearty meals and
delicious morning/afternoon teas cooked by our onboard chefs.
Meals are a great time to soak up the expedition camaraderie in
our open seating dining area. Share stories with your fellow
travellers and ask our expedition team questions that may have
come up during the day. Tea, coffee and snacks are available
24 hours a day, and our chefs offer different menu options and
courses for each meal. Enjoy the range of house wine, beers
and soft drinks included with dinner after a long day in the wild.
We also invite you to join your captain and expedition team for
informal Captain's Welcome and Farewell drinks, with
complimentary beverages and cocktail appetisers, followed by a
3 course meal. Responsible Travel We believe that preserving
and protecting the environment is of the utmost importance and
this is reflected in several features of the Sylvia Earle. The Sylvia
Earle will boast one of the lowest polluting marine engines in the
world due to low energy consumption, high fuel-efficiency and a
streamlined design to deliver an 80% reduction in emissions.
The ship can also utilise virtual anchoring to hold its position
using a combination of GPS, steering technology, propellers and
thrusters. This protects the sea floor and minimises the damage
caused by conventional anchors. Compared to Tier
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP

Aurora Stateroom Superior Aurora Stateroom Triple Share
The Sylvia Earle Deck Plan
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Balcony Stateroom Category C  Balcony Stateroom Superior

Captain’s Suite Junior Suite

Collection
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PRICING

03-Jul-2027 to 10-Jul-2027
Balcony Stateroom Category A £13849 GBP pp
Captain’s Suite £20599 GBP pp
Aurora Stateroom Superior £11949 GBP pp
Balcony Stateroom Category C £12249 GBP pp
Aurora Stateroom Triple Share £10949 GBP pp
Balcony Stateroom Superior £15149 GBP pp
Balcony Stateroom Category B £12949 GBP pp
Junior Suite £18049 GBP pp
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