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MEDITERRANEAN HERITAGE AND

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES - GREECE, ITALY,

MALTA, TUNISIA, ALGERIA AND SPAIN

CRUISE

With a departure from Athens, PONANT invites you to discover
archaeological and historical sites - most of them UNESCO
World Heritage sites - on a new 12-day cruise to Greece, Italy,
Malta, Tunisia, Algeria and Spain. You will be captivated by an
unforgettable voyage aboard Le Laperouse in the
Mediterranean. Throughout your journey, you will benefit from an
excursion included per person per port of call, to choose from a
selection offered by PONANT. During this cruise, you will
discover the theatre of Epidaurus, considered one of the
masterpieces of Greek architecture, during a stopover in Nafplio;
marvel at Greek, Norman and Baroque influences during a walk
on the island of Ortygia in Syracuse, and explore the ruins of
Hippo Regius in Annaba. The diversity of experiences on offer
promises you intense and varied moments (to discover the full
range of excursions, go to the itinerary tab). Your cruise begins
with trips from Nafplio to two of Greece's major sites: the ruins
of Mycenae and the theatre at Epidaurus. Then Le Laperouse
sets sail for Syracuse, a truly impressive ancient city, whose
historic centre is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The ship then
heads for Valletta, the capital of Malta, which is entirely listed as
a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is home to a number of
historic sites: St John's Cathedral, the Grand Master's Palace
and the churches of Our Lady of Victory, St Catherine and the
Jesuits. From here, you head for Porto Empedocle, gateway to
the legendary Greek temples of Agrigento: some of the most
fascinating ruins in the Mediterranean. Le Laperouse resumes its
journey to head for the Tunisian shores and capital, Tunis.
Rome's great rival, Ancient Carthage, is yours to discover as you
visit its ruins, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Your journey then



01432 507 280 (within UK)

info@small-cruise-ships.com | small-cruise-ships.com

continues along the coast of nearby Algeria to Annaba, where
you visit the archaeological site of Hippo, one of Roman Africa's
main cities. After a stopover in Palma de Mallorca, the jewel of
the Balearic archipelago with its famous cathedral, you head for
Tarragona, an ancient Roman city and a UNESCO World Heritage
site. Your cruise ends in Valencia, a city with a remarkable

architectural heritage.

ITINERARY

Day 1 ATHENS

The Greek capital city is located on the edge of the Saronic gulf,
in the east of the country. It bears a plural name in reference to
the first villages that surround the Acropolis. You will be

enchanted by the rocky plateau presided by its monuments
listed as UNESCO World Heritage. In the city below, you can visit
some of the liveliest districts in Athens: Plaka, with its maze of
colourful streets, and where, in the evenings the drifting aroma
of moussaka and garlic prawns will tickle your taste buds. The
National Archaeological museum and the Cycladic Art Museum
are also some of the city's key attractions and allow visitors to
discover Athens' cultural past.

Day 2 NAFPLION

The engaging town of Nafplion is staggered up green hillsides of
the Argolic Gulf, to the east of the Peloponnese. Do not be
surprised by its extremely varied cultural heritage. Some of the
must-see visits are the ancient agora on the plateau of
Akronafplia, Italianate arcades in Syntagma square as well as
the baroque fortress of Palamidi on a hillside of the same name.
At the top of the hill, views of the gulf and the surrounding
mountains are simply awesome. If you want to chill out by the
water's edge, walk along the Arvanitia promenade to a beautiful
creek in the shade of cedars and cypresses.

Day 3 AT SEA

During your journey at sea, make the most of the many services
and activities on board. Treat yourself to a moment of relaxation
in the spa or stay in shape in the fitness centre. Depending on
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the season, let yourself be tempted by the swimming pool or a
spot of sunbathing. This journey without a port of call will also
be an opportunity to enjoy the conferences or shows proposed
on board, depending on the activities offered, or to do some
shopping in the boutique or to meet the PONANT photographers
in their dedicated space. As for lovers of the open sea, they will
be able to visit the ship's upper deck to admire the spectacle of
the waves and perhaps be lucky enough to observe marine
species. A truly enchanted interlude, combining comfort, rest
and entertainment.

Day 4 SYRACUSE, SICILY

Its undulating rocky coastline, the endless sandy beaches, the
menacing form of Mount Etna which surveys its island like a
patriarch, the flowery gardens on the hillside... Sicily lays out its
varied landscapes like a shopkeeper displays his wares.
Described by Cicero as "the most beautiful city in the world",
Syracuse was one of the most prestigious cities in Sicily and at
her height was even a rival for Athens. A central city of Ancient
Greece, it was home to a succession of civilisations, each of
which has left their mark. The blend of Arabic, Roman, Norman,
Byzantine and Spanish cultures makes Syracuse a town that is
extraordinarily rich in fragrances, colours and flavours.

Day 5 VALLETTA

The whole of the Maltese capital Valletta is UNESCO World
Heritage listed and occupies a peninsula in the north-east of the
island. From the fountain of Tritons to Saint-Elme fort, there are
as many majestic streets as there are narrow staircase vennels
to explore. The painted loggia and carved corbels on the tall
houses will accompany you in your explorations, and you'll
rarely be bothered by traffic. You can visit the Grandmasters
palace decorated with coats of arms and frescoes. Saint-John's
cathedral and the ramparts which have guarded the city since
the 16th century are also among the most emblematic sites of
the city. Arranged in terraces, the Barrakka Gardens will
punctuate your promenade with a green and floral experience.

Day 6 PORTO EMPEDOCLE, SICILY

Huddled on the south-western coast of Sicily, Porto Empedocles
bears the name of the philosopher Empedocles, who lived in the
region in the 5th century BC. An age-old city offered up to sun
and sea, this is your doorway to the exceptional archaeological
site of Temple Valley, a high place of Greek civilisation listed as
a UNESCO World Heritage site. You can admire the remains of
many temples dedicated to Zeus, his wife Hera and Hephaestus.
Make sure you take in the magnificent Italian countryside, with
its olive orchards that cover the hillsides.

Day 7 TUNIS
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At the crossroads of civilisations, the capital of Tunisia is rich in
cultural discoveries. The ruins of Ancient Carthage, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and particularly well preserved, testify to the
splendour of this city that was once Rome's great rival. The hill
of Byrsa, the former fortified citadel of the Phoenician port and
one of the presumed burial places of Saint Louis who died there
during the Eighth Crusade, offers spectacular views over the Gulf
of Tunis. In the Bardo National Museum, you will be able to
admire one of the world's finest Roman mosaic collections,
including the magnificent portrait of the poet Virgil.

Day 8 ANNABA

Annaba, a coastal town in eastern Algeria, is the country's fourth
largest city. It contains many heritage treasures, including the
ancient site of Hippo, the largest Roman forum in Africa. From
the Cap de Garde lighthouse, you get a splendid and varied
panoramic view with mountains and sea, while the basilica of
Saint Augustine, the bishop of Hippo in the 4th century,
overlooks the city with its majestic white dome. A stroll along the
Corniche and the Cours de la Revolution will introduce you to
the lively, elegant town that inspired numerous artists and
writers.

Day 9 AT SEA

During your journey at sea, make the most of the many services
and activities on board. Treat yourself to a moment of relaxation
in the spa or stay in shape in the fitness centre. Depending on
the season, let yourself be tempted by the swimming pool or a
spot of sunbathing. This journey without a port of call will also
be an opportunity to enjoy the conferences or shows proposed
on board, depending on the activities offered, or to do some
shopping in the boutique or to meet the PONANT photographers
in their dedicated space. As for lovers of the open sea, they will
be able to visit the ship's upper deck to admire the spectacle of
the waves and perhaps be lucky enough to observe marine
species. A truly enchanted interlude, combining comfort, rest
and entertainment.

Day 10 PALMA DE MALLORCA, BALEARIC ISLANDS

Palma de Mallorca will reveal its many treasures: idyllic coves,
majestic limestone cliffs that plunge into the clear sapphire- and
turquoise-coloured waters of the Mediterranean, and vast plains
planted with almond trees, olive trees and vineyards. When your
ship calls at the capital of the Balearic Islands, take a walk to
discover its emblematic monuments, such as its famous
cathedral, and amble through its old streets. Here, like a
painting, the island's historical heritage forms a backdrop to the
lively and warm cosmopolitan atmosphere of the Mediterranean.

Day 11 TARRAGONA
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Tarragona is situated on the Costa Dorada, in the south of
Spain's Catalonia region. Known as Tarraco in Roman times, the
city boasts very important archaeological and architectural
vestiges that are magnificently well preserved. These earned it a
place on the UNESCO World Heritage list in 2000. Do not miss
this opportunity to visit the Roman amphitheatre, which is
located on a beautiful natural site by the sea and is
exceptionally well preserved. A stroll through the streets of the
old medieval town to the cathedral, which was completed in the
14th century, is a wonderful way to end your visit to this
welcoming city.

Day 12 VALENCIA

Valencia - the city of Art and Sciences. Two hearts beat in this
Spanish city: one is modern, avantgarde and almost futuristic;
the other is more provincial, more traditional and nostalgic.
Valencia has the temperament of a great Mediterranean city
whose wide avenues form a border around the old town. The city
has an abundance of architectural styles that coexist
harmoniously, but above all it resolutely embraces the 21st
Century with the futuristic structures of its Agora congress centre
and City of Arts and Sciences, emerging from a crystal blue
pool.

Please Note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: LE LAPEROUSE

YOUR SHIP: Le Laperouse

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Featuring innovative and environmentally-friendly equipment,
elegantly designed cabins, spacious suites with large windows,
and lounge areas that open onto the outside, this new
limited-capacity yacht boasting just 92 cabins and suites will
offer you a truly unique cruising experience. Aboard this ship
that flies the French flag, you will experience the incomparable
pleasure of an intimate cruise, with the possibility of exploring
an ever-increasing range of destinations in an ethnic-chic
ambiance with luxury service. Experience a luxurious setting
where the accent is on authenticity and passion for travel.
RESTAURANTS As it is an essential part of French culture,
gastronomy will naturally have pride of place aboard this new
ship. Through its two restaurants, Le Laperouse will invite you on
a journey to elegance and epicureanism. In a relaxed
atmosphere, a first dining area located on Deck 3 and able to
seat 70 will serve grilled meats daily, along with a variety of
salads and desserts. To the back of Deck 4, you will find a 260
m² panoramic restaurant which can accommodate all of our
passengers in a single sitting. Designed differently to that on our
other ships, this dining area, which opens onto the outside, will
have a buffet of salads, desserts and cheeses at your disposal.

Our discreet and attentive crew will provide table service for hot
meals. PUBLIC AREAS Le Laperouse has many common areas
that are designed and equipped to meet all of your needs while
preserving the intimacy of each passenger. A 140 m² reception
area includes: A reception/concierge desk, An excursions desk,
The ship's administrative services, The sales office, manned by
our Guest Relations Officer, Our 50 m² boutique which sells
clothing, jewellery, beauty products, postcards and various
accessories, Toilets accessible to passengers with reduced
mobility. A new hydraulic platform with adjustable height
provides: Easier boarding than on any other cruise ship, Easier
Zodiac embarkation and disembarkation for expeditions, Easier
access to the sea for swimming and practising various water
sports such as kayaking or paddle-boarding. A pool deck
offering: A pool with a panoramic view, equipped with a
counter-current swimming system, A pleasant solarium, An
outdoor bar and lounge with armchairs and sofas. A 200 m²
main lounge which can accommodate all of our passengers to
share convivial moments and to host activities organised during
the day or evening. Lastly, a theatre that seats 188, equipped
with: The latest sound and lighting technology, A LED wall as the
stage backdrop, for the projection of high-resolution images and
videos. Please click the following links to read more about
Ponant and the other Ponant
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cruise ships.
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP
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PRICING

ADDITIONAL CHARGES: Port Taxes 810 AUD pp


