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DISCOVERING THE MARQUESAS ISLANDS CRUISE 2026

Mythical and mystical. A land that has beckoned explorers and
inspired writers, painters and artists. A rugged and breath-taking
landscape of peaks, valleys, plateaus, and cliffs. A nation of
proud and formidable warriors long ago, distinct from Tahitians,
with their own language and culture. A people where a simple
smile will win them over. The Marquesas Islands is a world unto
itself. Located 1,500 km northeast of Tahiti, the Marquesas
archipel ago consists of 12 islands, only 6 of which are
inhabited. The Marquesas Islands emerge from the Pacific
Ocean, high and lush. Nature is raw and its charm powerful. It is
a land of stories and legends, as fascinating as it is
unforgettable. Welcome to the Marquesas, the "Land of Men".
Henua Enana should be the name one retains of the
Marquesas. Each island of the archipelago is one of the
foundation pillars of a divine house, built for mankind by Oatea
and his wife Atanua. The two large pillars are represented by the
island of Ua Pou; the ridge beam by Hiva Oa; the other beams
and rafters by Nuku Hiva; Fatu Hiva, representing the roof; and
Tahuata the light at dawn; Mohotani, the song of a bird; and all
the remains from the construction became the island of Ua
Huka. After the era of the gods came the era of men. However,
Spanish prowess, having launched its galleons all over the world
as early as the 15th century, decided otherwise. Thus the name
Marquesas was given by the Spanish explorer Alvaro de
Mendana in 1595, while the four southern islands, observed or
explored by sailors from the Spanish expedition, were given the
names of saints: Santa Magdalena (Fatu Hiva), Santa Dominica
(Hiva Oa), Santa Cristina (Tahuata) and San Pedro (the black
rock of Mohotani). The Northern ones were given the honour by

an American Joseph Ingraham, , in 1791, who renamed them:
Ua Huka became Federal; Nuku Hiva, Washington and Ua Pou,
Adams Island. Posterity soon forgot those names which the
Marquesans had always ignored. Meanwhile the Frenchman
Etienne Marchand took possession of the archipelago in the
name of France and its new regime. These now became the
islands of the revolution. History takes a passing delight in these
titbits, although only the name 'Marquesas' remains. From this
administrative denomination, poetry took hold and finally we,
the islanders, loved the gentleness of its name. But for you,
visitors who wish to feel the history and emotional power of the
Marquesas, remember this: these islands at the end of the world
are called Henua Enana, the

Land of Men.
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ITINERARY

Day 1 Departure from Tahiti (Papeete)

Departure from Papeete in the afternoon, welcome of our crew
and navigation to the Tuamotu archipelago.

Day 2 Fakarava

Classified as a Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO for the
preservation of rare species, Fakarava is the second largest atoll
in French Polynesia. After a buffet on board, the Aranui will
disembark at the dock of "Rotoava". Passengers will have time
to discover its small village, the church built of coral, local crafts
and a demonstration of the virtues of coconut. Enjoy a day of
relaxation, sun and beach, swimming or snorkeling among
multicolored tropical fish.

Day 3 To Sea

A day to relax at the Pool Deck or in the comfort of our
air-conditioned lounge. Or why not just enjoy the view of the
South Pacific Ocean during our crossing to the fascinating
Marquesas Islands. Lectures on the Culture and History of the
Marquesas Islands will make you go back in time and give you a
complete overview of this ancient civilization. During the cruise,
you will also have the opportunity to learn how to move your
hips like a true Tahitian! The fiery Polynesian crew, proudly
present their way of life and entertain you with Polynesian songs
and rhythms on their ukulele, guitars and drums. Before going to
bed, set your watch 30 minutes in advance, we switch to
Marquesas time.

Day 4 Nuku Hiva (Taiohae – Hatiheu – Taipivai)

While the Aranui is unloading, you can explore Taiohae, the
small administrative capital of the Marquesas. Taiohae Bay is
where writer Herman Melville then a 23-year-old sailor and
buddy jumped off a whaler in 1842. After breakfast, passengers
will disembark and will take the 4×4 that will be waiting for
them for the day's excursion. Our first stop will be a visit to
Taiohae Cathedral. You can visit the Cathedral or go to the
market to buy handicrafts. Then, we will visit the archaeological
site of "Tohua Kamuihei" with itsgiant banyan trees and
petroglyphs. Your first introduction to traditional Marquesan
cuisine will be served for lunch. Local music during the meal will
provide a great atmosphere. Your excursion will continue south
to Taiohae with its spectacular bay, a giant volcanic
amphitheater dominated by towering cliffs dotted with
waterfalls. Back to Taiohae village, you will also find banks and
shops. You can return to the ship from the village on foot or by
car.
7pm: Polynesian evening with plancha buffet around the pool
(Deck 7) or at the Restaurant (Deck 4) depending on weather
conditions.

Day 5 Ua Pou (Hakahau)

From the bridges, you will see the mountain spits unique to Ua
Pou. As the crew unloads supplies, cement, sugar, and loads
bags of copra (dried coconuts) and fruit, explore the picturesque
village of Hakahau and its church with a hand-carved wooden
platform. Meet the island's talented sculptors and artists, climb
to the Croix for stunning views of the mountains, lush valleys
and the main village. Another delicious Marquesan lunch will be
served: breadfruit, a staple of the Marquesan with goat curry (a
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specialty of the Marquesas Islands), raw fish marinated in
lemon juice and coconut milk, taro and red bananas. Enjoy an
excellent dance performance, including the traditional "bird
dance", at UA POU.

Day 6 Ua Huka (Vaipaee – Hane – Hokatu)

This island which saw the construction of the first airstrip in the
Marquesas in 1972 is largely arid and home to many wild
horses, goats and pigs. In the early morning, the Aranui will
perform an impressive maneuver, a 180-degree turn in the
beautiful "Invisible Bay" of Vaipaee. A maneuver that requires
all the dexterity of the captain and crew is not to be missed.
Back in your 4×4 to explore the island, stopping for stunning
views, visit the arboretum born from the passion of the former
mayor of the island, before reaching the beautiful village of
Hane. Lunch will be served at a local family restaurant. Discover
some of the island's specialties, handicrafts, wooden carvings,
as well as engraved coconut shells. After lunch, return on board
in 4×4\. For the more spirited, a 3km walk back from the
arboretum awaits you. Make sure you're on deck as the Aranui
will sail all along the coast of Ua Huka for more magnificent
views.

Day 7 Tahuata (Vaitahu) – Hiva Oa (Atuona)

The Aranui will anchor in the small bay of Tahuata. The only
access is by sea, as there is no airport on Tahuata. On this
leaf-shaped island, the air is thick with the scent of Tahitian
tiare, frangipani and history. In 1595, Spanish explorers landed
in the village of Vaitahu and opened fire on a crowd of curious
islanders, killing about 200 people. Tahuata is also the site of
the first French colony in the Marquesas in 1842. The large

church built by the Vatican, is decorated with beautiful
Marquesan sculptures and stained-glass windows representing
the Virgin Mary. Tahuata is famous for its exquisite bone and
helmet shell carvings. There will be much to choose from in the
village.

The Aranui will arrive in Hiva Oa after lunch on board, where you
will have plenty of time to explore Atuona, the second largest
village in the Marquesas. This is where Paul Gauguin lived and
created some of his works. You can also visit the colonial store
where he bought his bread, as well as a replica of his infamous
"house of pleasure" and the museum. By 4X4, you will visit the
largest archaeological site in the Marquesas Islands, "Tohua
Taa'oa". Walking up the hill to the cemetery, you will have a
breathtaking view of the motu Hanakee. Under a huge frangipani
tree is a tombstone with the simple words: Paul Gauguin 1903.
Nearby is the grave of another famous European who also fell in
love with Hiva Oa: the Belgian singer-songwriter Jacques Brel,
who died in 1978.

Day 8 Fatu Hiva (Omoa – Hanavave)

Fatu Hiva, the most lush and remote of the Marquesas Islands,
is also a Marquesan craft centre. In the village of Omoa, the
women will show you how to make tapas by crushing the bark of
paper mulberry, banyan or bread tree but also the making of
'Umuhei, an island herbal blend used to perfume their hair. After
visiting the village, the most sporty passengers can opt for a
15km hike that will take them from Omoa to Hanavave, offering
breathtaking views of the high cliffs. Lunch will be served at the
top. Non-hikers will sail aboard the Aranui, from Omoa to
Hanavave to Virgin Bay, considered one of the most beautiful



01432 507 280 (within UK)

info@small-cruise-ships.com | small-cruise-ships.com

bays in the world. Visityou land for a visit of the village and to
welcome hikers.

Day 9 To Sea

A day to recover from his emotions lived in the Marquesas
archipelago. During our crossing to the beautiful islands of
Tuamotu, conferences and activities will be offered throughout
this day.
Before going to bed, back your watch 30 minutes, back to Tahiti
time

Day 10 Rangiroa or Makatea

RANGIROA

From the bridges, observe our approach and our arrival in the
largest atoll of French Polynesia and the second largest in the
world. You can see playful dolphins greeting the Ship as we
enter the Tiputa Pass, one of Rangiroa's passes. Glass bottom
boat and scuba diving excursions are available (registration at
reception). Scuba diving is here classified as one of the best in
the world (certified divers only). If you decide not to visit, enjoy
the white sand beach of Rangiroa and the translucent lagoon.
The local «mamas» will have an excellent display of shell
necklaces, chains and key chains, other small souvenirs for sale
on the beach. The Aranui will depart at lunchtime and sail to the
mystical island of Bora Bora.

OR MAKATEA
The Aranui offers this opportunity to visit the remains of
Makatea, phosphate mining and caves, cross the island on foot
or by car, picnic under the cliffs or on the beach. A raised atoll
or exogenous atoll, Makatea is a type of atoll or coral island

whose whole or part of the earth is composed of an ancient
coral reef that has emerged. The term Makatea refers to a type
of raised atoll with in its center, the remains of the ancient
volcanic island. This term is also used to refer specifically to
escarpments of coral origin encountered in all types of raised
atolls. Makatea is also the name of a coral island located in the
Tuamotu archipelago (French Polynesia), where a phosphate
deposit was mined from 1917.
After a picnic on land, the Aranui will sail along the coast of
Makatea before continuing its journey to the islands of the
Society.

Day 11 Bora Bora

Arriving in the world famous lagoon of Bora Bora of blue and
opalescent greens, you will be welcomed by the majestic
«Mount Otemanu», the highest peak of the island. In this island
paradise and perfect, you can enjoy a day at the beach and a
barbecue on a private Motu surrounded by crystal clear waters,
the «Motu Tapu». You can also choose from optional activities, a
variety of excursions at an additional cost: scuba diving, lagoon
tour by boat and canoe, swimming with sharks and rays! Bora
Bora was an American military outpost during World War II and
remnants of the war such as cannons and bunkers can be seen
on the circuit. Departure in the evening for Papeete.

Day 12 Back to Tahiti (Papeete)

This is the end of our journey. It is time to say N�n�! (goodbye)
to your fellow travellers, the Polynesian staff and the Aranui
guides.

Please Note:
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Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: ARANUI 5

YOUR SHIP: Aranui 5

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Aranui 5 is a custom-built, dual-purpose passenger/freighter
that sails from Tahiti to the Marquesas, Tuamotu and Society
Islands in French Polynesia on a 14 day all-inclusive cruise.
Designed to offer all of the comforts of a cruise liner, while
operating as a supply ship, Aranui 5 is classified as a small
vessel, accommodating approximately 254 passengers and 103
cabins. With 8 different guest decks, the interior decor reflects
the Polynesian heritage of her owners and crew. The ship
features a restaurant where all the meals onboard are served in
a casual setting; 2 lounges; 2 conference rooms, where guest
lecturers will offer presentations on various topics related to the
Marquesas; 4 bars, including the Sky Bar with sweeping
panoramic views; an outdoor pool; a boutique; a massage room
and a gym. Passenger accommodations range from Premium
exterior staterooms, more than 90 percent with a private
balcony; to Standard exterior staterooms with a picture window
or porthole; to Class C, shared dormitory style cabins with
occupancy for 4 or 8. Aranui 5's registry is France and thus sails
under French pavilion. As such, she operates under the strictest
building and safety guidelines, including the requirements of
international SOLAS (Safety of Life at Sea) regulations and the

French Coast Guard (CCS).
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP

DELUXE DORMITORY - CLASS C - 4 BEDS

DOUBLE STATEROOM DOUBLE STATEROOM WITH OBSTRUCTED VIEW

Deluxe Dormitory - Class C

JUNIOR SUITE WITHOUT BALCONY Junior Suite

PREMIUM SUITE PRESIDENTIAL SUITE

Premium Suite Presidential Suite

ROYAL SUITE ROYAL SUITE WITH OBSTRUCTED VIEW

Royal Suite Royal Suite - Obstructed View

SINGLE STATEROOM Single Stateroom

Standard Quadruple Cabin Standard Stateroom
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Standard Stateroom - Obstructed View Superior Deluxe
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PRICING

18-Jul-2026 to 29-Jul-2026

Dormitory - Class C £2908 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4385 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4598 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4598 GBP pp

Deluxe £5705 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6150 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6192 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6308 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6322 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £6612 GBP pp

Royal Suite £6895 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £8701 GBP pp

01-Aug-2026 to 12-Aug-2026

Dormitory - Class C £2908 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4385 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4598 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4598 GBP pp

Deluxe £5705 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6150 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6192 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6308 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6322 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £6612 GBP pp

Royal Suite £6895 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £8701 GBP pp

15-Aug-2026 to 26-Aug-2026



01432 507 280 (within UK)

info@small-cruise-ships.com | small-cruise-ships.com

Dormitory - Class C £2908 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4385 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4598 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4598 GBP pp

Deluxe £5705 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6150 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6192 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6308 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6322 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £6612 GBP pp

Royal Suite £6895 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £8701 GBP pp
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PRICING

29-Aug-2026 to 09-Sep-2026

Dormitory - Class C £2908 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4385 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4598 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4598 GBP pp

Deluxe £5705 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6150 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6192 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6308 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6322 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £6612 GBP pp

Royal Suite £6895 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £8701 GBP pp

26-Sep-2026 to 07-Oct-2026

Dormitory - Class C £2908 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4385 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4598 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4598 GBP pp

Deluxe £5705 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6150 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6192 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6308 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6322 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £6612 GBP pp

Royal Suite £6895 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £8701 GBP pp

10-Oct-2026 to 21-Oct-2026
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Dormitory - Class C £2908 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4385 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4598 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4598 GBP pp

Deluxe £5705 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6150 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6192 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6308 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6322 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £6612 GBP pp

Royal Suite £6895 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £8701 GBP pp
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PRICING

07-Nov-2026 to 18-Nov-2026

Dormitory - Class C £2908 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4385 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4598 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4598 GBP pp

Deluxe £5705 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6150 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6192 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6308 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6322 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £6612 GBP pp

Royal Suite £6895 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £8701 GBP pp

21-Nov-2026 to 02-Dec-2026

Dormitory - Class C £2908 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4385 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4598 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4598 GBP pp

Deluxe £5705 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6150 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6192 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6308 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6322 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £6612 GBP pp

Royal Suite £6895 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £8701 GBP pp

05-Dec-2026 to 16-Dec-2026
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Dormitory - Class C £2908 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4385 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4598 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4598 GBP pp

Deluxe £5705 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6150 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6192 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6308 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6322 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £6612 GBP pp

Royal Suite £6895 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £8701 GBP pp
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PRICING

19-Dec-2026 to 30-Dec-2026

Dormitory - Class C £2908 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4385 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4598 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4598 GBP pp

Deluxe £5705 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6150 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6192 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6308 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6322 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £6612 GBP pp

Royal Suite £6895 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £8701 GBP pp

10-Jul-2027 to 22-Jul-2027

Dormitory - Class C £3125 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom -
Obstructed View £4725 GBP pp

Standard Quadruple Cabin £4956 GBP pp

Standard Stateroom £4956 GBP pp

Deluxe £6156 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe £6638 GBP pp

Junior Suite £6683 GBP pp

Single Stateroom £6809 GBP pp

Premium Suite £6824 GBP pp

Royal Suite - Obstructed View £7139 GBP pp

Royal Suite £7445 GBP pp

Presidential Suite £9401 GBP pp

28-Aug-2027 to 08-Sep-2027
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ROYAL SUITE WITH OBSTRUCTED
VIEW £6035 GBP pp

DOUBLE STATEROOM £4199 GBP pp

DORMITORY - CLASS C - 4 BEDS £2609 GBP pp

SINGLE STATEROOM £5759 GBP pp

DELUXE £5155 GBP pp

Superior Deluxe cabin £5565 GBP pp

ROYAL SUITE £6295 GBP pp

PREMIUM SUITE £5985 GBP pp

JUNIOR SUITE WITHOUT
BALCONY £5655 GBP pp

DOUBLE STATEROOM WITH
OBSTRUCTED VIEW £4005 GBP pp

PRESIDENTIAL SUITE £7939 GBP pp


