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JAPAN AND KOREA CRUISE: CULTURAL SHORES AND NORTHERN LANDSCAPES

Continue north from Hiroshima along the Sea of Japan coast -- a
quieter, less-travelled side of the country, where castle towns,
fishing villages and hot spring ports follow one after another.
Cross to Busan for a day in Korea, then return to Japan and
keep moving north: through sake-brewing towns, lacquerware
villages and the island of Sado, once a place of exile, before
reaching Hokkaido in the final days.
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ITINERARY

Day 1. Hiroshima

Hiroshima is a city of quiet strength, where modern life sits
beside places of remembrance. It is also a gateway to nearby
sacred landscapes, with calm coastal scenery and a strong
sense of local tradition. It is an opening that sets a thoughtful
tone for the voyage

Day 2. Beppu

Beppu is best known for Jigoku Meguri ("Boiling Hells") - seven
vivid geothermal springs too hot for bathing but offering stunning
colours, bubbling mud and soaring steam. Nearby, Mount
Takasaki's 1,500 wild Japanese macaques can be seen up
close at Takasakiyama Monkey Park. A short trip away, Usuki
features 60 stone-carved Buddhist statues in peaceful park
grounds with feudal castle ruins and 1,000 cherry trees

Day 2. Cruising Kanmon Strait
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Sailing through the Kanmon Strait is challenging with strong
currents and an S-shaped bend. One of the world's busiest
shipping lanes, the strait cuts a dramatic 38 km (24 mi)
channel, narrowing to 700 m (0.4 mi) at its tightest point. The
graceful Kanmon Bridge, a 1,068-m (3,504-ft) suspension
bridge, spans the waterway between Honshu and Kyushu.
Shimonoseki overlooks the strait from Honshu, while Moji
district stands watch from Kyushu

Day 3. Karatsu

A castle town on the northern coast of Kyushu, where a
16th-century fortress sits on a pine-covered promontory above
the bay. Karatsu is one of Japan's principal centres of ceramic
production -- Karatsu ware has supplied tea ceremony vessels
since the late Muromachi period, and working kilns still operate
on the town's outskirts. The beach of Niji-no-Matsubara, a
coastal pine forest stretching several kilometres along the shore,
has been considered one of Japan's three most scenic pine
groves for centuries

Day 4. Busan

Busan is a port city with beaches, hills, and a busy harbour
energy. It blends memorial sites and modern neighbourhoods
with markets that still feel local and direct. Compared to Japan's
smaller ports, it is louder, bigger, and more urban

Day 5. Sakaiminato

Sakaiminato has the feel of a working coastal town, shaped by
seafood, folklore, and a slower pace. Nearby landscapes shift
quickly from shoreline to forested mountains, with gardens and
museum spaces that match the region's quiet aesthetic. It is a
softer, more intimate stop after Busan
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Day 6. Ine

A fishing village on the northern coast of the Tango Peninsula,
where around 230 funaya -- traditional boathouses built directly
over the water -- line the inner shore of a near-circular bay.
Residents moor their boats on the ground floor and live above.
The village has changed little in two centuries and carries
national preservation status. Approached from the sea, the
funaya present an unbroken wooden facade at the waterline --
one of the most distinctive streetscapes in Japan

Days 6-7. Maizuru

Maizuru carries naval history and a clear link to the Meiji era,
with brick warehouses and a harbour built for strategy. The wider
region opens into classic Kyoto area scenery, where refined
culture, temples, and historic districts are within reach. It is a
day that balances port history with inland elegance

Day 8. Wajima

Wajima, a port town on the northern Noto Peninsula, is famed
for its Wajima-nuri lacquerware, which is renowned for its
durability and displayed at the Museum of Lacquer Art. The
thousand-year-old daily Asaichi (Morming) Market is the primary
hub, buzzing with locals selling fresh seafood, produce and the
distinctive lacquerware. Nearby, Kiriko Hall displays huge
illuminated festival floats, some 15 metres tall, used in summer
celebrations

Show less

Day 9. Ogi, Sado Island

Sado, Japan's sixth largest island, has a quaint port at Ogi
known for tarai-bune, traditional wooden boats. The island is
also famous for its world-renowned taiko drummers, continuing
a rich cultural tradition. Once a place of exile for artists and
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academics, Sado now draws visitors to its rugged coasts, Itineraries are subject to change.
hidden beaches and lush terrain for outdoor activities

Day 10. Sakata

Sakata, a port city on the Mogami river, thrived on rice and
safflower trade. The traditional 1893 Sankyo Rice Storehouses,
shaded by zelkova trees, are now a cultural hub with shops. The
city's quiet streets feature preserved, wealthy Edo-era homes,
including the Honma Museum of Art with fine art and gardens.
South of the river, The Ken Domon Museum honours the famed
photographer's powerful work, including images of Hiroshima
survivors

Day 11. Hakodate

The city of Hakodate in Hokkaido is Japan's northernmost island
and is well-known for its seafood, for sale daily at the morning
market. Mount Hakodate, reached by gondola, watches over the
bustling city. While the area is rich in hot springs, it is best
known for the famous snow monkeys who bathe in the hot
springs of Yunokawa Onsen at the Hakodate City Tropical
Botanical Garden

Day 12. Otaru

An important port on Hokkaido, Japan's northernmost island,
Otaru retains original architecture. Restored warehouses along
its canal, lined with Victorian street lamps, house restaurants
and boutiques selling sake, music boxes and renowned Otaru
glass. Rooted in the herring industry, the town's trading history is
evident from Hokkaido's first railway line terminal to the Herring
Mansion on the outskirts, once owned by wealthy herring
fishermen

Please note:
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YOUR SHIP: MINERVA
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YOUR SHIP: Minerva

VESSEL TYPE:
LENGTH:
PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

The 5 star elegant Scandi-design boutique ship offers you an
intimate setting from which you will be fully immersed in all the
sights and scenery of your voyage. Introducing SH Minerva
Minerva has been designed to journey to off the beaten path
destinations and remote polar regions in style and comfort. The
ship incorporates a PC5 ice-strengthened hull combined with
extra-large stabilisers to make your journey as smooth as
possible. Sophisticated Elegance We know how important
outdoor space is, so our spacious, relaxing public spaces
provide wide open, unobstructed views throughout the ship. The
destination will always be in view. Your Wellbeing The safety &
happiness of the guests is paramount to the 120-strong crew on
board as well as the passionate expedition team who'll be
serving up thrilling shore excursions and lasting memories.
Cabin Types The 76 cabins including 6 suites have all the
amenities you will need to feel comfortable including dressing
gowns, hairdryers, personal safes and minibars. The stylish
cabins all have desks, a dressing area and comfy seating. En
suite bathrooms all feature glass-enclosed rain showers.
Wheelchair access Guests who use wheelchairs must bring their
own, as we have only a small number of wheelchairs stored

01432 507 280 (within UK)

onboard for emergencies. To ensure ease of movement on the
ship, wheelchairs and mobility aids must be no wider than
65cm. All mobility or medical equipment brought on board must
be capable of being carried safely and must be declared before
sailing. To ensure that all guests can safely evacuate during an
emergency, guests requiring a wheelchair can only be
accommodated in our ADA-accessible cabins. There is an
Oceanview stateroom on Vega which is specifically designed to
be completely ADA compliant and have a fully operable
wheelchair-access wet unit. Vega has two lifts, serving every
passenger deck apart from the Stargazing top deck, which is,
therefore, more difficult to access, as are the Aft Marina and
Swan's Nest forward observation platform. Also, we don't have
special equipment to access the swimming pool, jacuzz, or
sauna. Otherwise, the ship is entirely at your disposal. Many of
the expeditions ashore in remote places are by Zodiac. Boarding
these boats and returning aboard can present challenges for
wheelchair users, as can navigating uneven terrain. These
challenges are by no means always insurmountable, though,
and our highly experienced crew is trained to provide reliable
advice and assistance. They will make every effort to ensure
wheelchair-using guests enjoy a memorable experience at each
destination. Our general guidance, however, is to recommend
wheelchair users travel with a companion for their ease and
enjoyment. If you prefer to remain aboard, our panoramic
interiors and ample open decks ensure an immersive, intimate
experience of your inspiring
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP

Balcony D5 Balcony D6

— Balcony M5 Oceanview D4

Oceanview M4 Premium Suite
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PRICING

19-Jun-2027 to 30-Jun-2027
Oceanview M4
Balcony D5
Balcony D6
Balcony M5
Premium Suite
Suite

Oceanview D4
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£9389 GBP pp
£9839 GBP pp
£10725 GBP pp
£10289 GBP pp
£17889 GBP pp
£15655 GBP pp
£8939 GBP pp
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