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ITALIAN ESCAPE LUXURY CRUISE FROM VALLETTA

Set off to discover the Sicilian jewels and the shores of the
Amalfi Coast, in the gentle light of autumn. Over the course of
this 6-day journey,_Le Lap erouse_ will take you to the
crossroads of Eastern and Western civilizations, unveiling
legendary sites. Along these shores, historic cities will open the
doors to their ancient treasures and reveal their age-old secrets,
while the untamed beauty of the Mediterranean coastline will
showcase its full splendor. You will begin your cruise in Valletta.
This capital, a UNESCO World Heritage Site , is home to many
historical sites: St John's Cathedral, the Grandmaster's Palace
and the churches of Our Lady of Victory, Saint Catherine and il
Gesu. Then, you will set sail for Syracuse , one of the most
prestigious Sicilian cities, whose monuments are listed as a
UNESCO World Heritage. Then, you will discover Catania.
Nestled on the slopes of Mount Etna, the city reveals a rich
cultural and architectural heritage, as evidenced by its historic
center, which is listed as a Unesco World Heritage site. _Le Lap
erouse _will set sail north-east, to the tip of the Italian boot, for
Reggio Calabria. Fall under the spell of the fragrance of
bergamot, the citrus fruit that dominates the region, in this
charming city with its Art Nouveau and Belle Époque influences,
as well as the outstanding panoramas provided by the
_lungomare_ , the sea front promenade, of the Sicilian
coastline and Etna. Your ship will then head for the Amalfi Coast
, the jewel of Southern Italy, where you will visit Salerno , a
superb little town particularly renowned for its _Duomo_. Your
adventure will end in Naples, one of the oldest cities in the
world, where baroque churches, romantic plazas and ancient
palaces meet.

ITINERARY

Day 1 - Valletta

The whole of the Maltese capital Valletta is UNESCO World
Heritage listed and occupies a peninsula in the north-east of the
island. From the fountain of Tritons to Saint-Elme fort, there are
as many majestic streets as there are narrow staircase vennels
to explore. The painted loggia and carved corbels on the tall
houses will accompany you in your explorations, and you'll
rarely be bothered by traffic. You can visit the Grandmasters
palace decorated with coats of arms and frescoes. Saint-John's
cathedral and the ramparts which have guarded the city since
the 16th century are also among the most emblematic sites of
the city. Arranged in terraces, the Barrakka Gardens will
punctuate your promenade with a green and floral experience.

Day 2 - Syracuse, Sicily

Its undulating rocky coastline, the endless sandy beaches, the
menacing form of Mount Etna which surveys its island like a
patriarch, the flowery gardens on the hillside... Sicily lays out its
varied landscapes like a shopkeeper displays his wares.
Described by Cicero as "the most beautiful city in the world",
Syracuse was one of the most prestigious cities in Sicily and at
her height was even a rival for Athens. A central city of Ancient
Greece, it was home to a succession of civilisations, each of
which has left their mark. The blend of Arabic, Roman, Norman,
Byzantine and Spanish cultures makes Syracuse a town that is
extraordinarily rich in fragrances, colours and flavours.
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Day 3 - Catania, Sicily

Sicily's second city Catania is dominated by the majestic
silhouette of Mount Etna. Nourishing and devastating at the
same time, this giant crowned with smoke rings brought about
the destruction of the city at the end of the 17th century.
Catania was then rebuilt in the late Baroque style, and the many
monuments of this epoch have earned its status as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. The baroque churches of the harmonious
Via dei Crociferi perfectly illustrate the riches of this architectural
heritage. During your stop, be sure to visit Saint Agatha
Cathedral with its apses made of lava stones, and its square
decorated with a fountain of the Elephant, the animal which
allegedly has the power to calm the fury of Mount Etna …

Day 4 - Reggio di Calabria

At the southern tip of the Italian boot, Reggio di Calabria guards
the eastern shore of the Strait of Messina. From the lungomare,
the sea front promenade, there are magnificent views over
Sicily, a little over 3 km away, and Etna. Rebuilt after the 1908
earthquake, Reggio is set out in a grid pattern and has Art
Nouveau and Belle Époque architecture that add to its charm.
And the fragrance of bergamot, the citrus fruit that dominates
the region's confectionery and perfumery. A visit to the National
Archaeological Museum is a must. It is one of the most
important in Italy and among its collections are the famous
Riace Bronzes, the stunning Greek statues dating from the 5th
century BC that were found off the coast in 1972.

Day 5 - Salerno

Generating a veritable explosion of intense emotions, the
province of Salerno fascinates and enchants travellers. Its
fascinating history will lead you to the extraordinary
archaeological site of Pompeii, whose sprawling ruins provide a

grandiose and moving vision of what a Roman city looked like in
Imperial times. The city which was frozen in time under the
ashes from the eruption of Mont Vesuvius offers you its peerless
historical and cultural wealth, as well as the unique beauty of its
location, which has earned it classification as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

Day 6 - Naples

More Italian than Italy itself, Naples is the capital of the
beautiful region of Campania, and is an unusual city to say the
least. Its gulf, dominated by Vesuvius, is one of the world's
marvels. Built by the Greeks and then occupied by the Romans,
the city has retained the memory of antiquity, as Castell dell'Ovo
illustrates. But Naples has another side to it with its hustle and
bustle, narrow streets, clothes hung out to dry at windows,
Caravaggio paintings on the walls of a church, and incessant
rumour in an sleepless city. This is a head-spinning city to visit
and savour: don't forget to eat a slice of pizza Margherita.

Please note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: LE LAPEROUSE

YOUR SHIP: Le Laperouse

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Featuring innovative and environmentally-friendly equipment,
elegantly designed cabins, spacious suites with large windows,
and lounge areas that open onto the outside, this new
limited-capacity yacht boasting just 92 cabins and suites will
offer you a truly unique cruising experience. Aboard this ship
that flies the French flag, you will experience the incomparable
pleasure of an intimate cruise, with the possibility of exploring
an ever-increasing range of destinations in an ethnic-chic
ambiance with luxury service. Experience a luxurious setting
where the accent is on authenticity and passion for travel.
RESTAURANTS As it is an essential part of French culture,
gastronomy will naturally have pride of place aboard this new
ship. Through its two restaurants, Le Laperouse will invite you on
a journey to elegance and epicureanism. In a relaxed
atmosphere, a first dining area located on Deck 3 and able to
seat 70 will serve grilled meats daily, along with a variety of
salads and desserts. To the back of Deck 4, you will find a 260
m² panoramic restaurant which can accommodate all of our
passengers in a single sitting. Designed differently to that on our
other ships, this dining area, which opens onto the outside, will
have a buffet of salads, desserts and cheeses at your disposal.

Our discreet and attentive crew will provide table service for hot
meals. PUBLIC AREAS Le Laperouse has many common areas
that are designed and equipped to meet all of your needs while
preserving the intimacy of each passenger. A 140 m² reception
area includes: A reception/concierge desk, An excursions desk,
The ship's administrative services, The sales office, manned by
our Guest Relations Officer, Our 50 m² boutique which sells
clothing, jewellery, beauty products, postcards and various
accessories, Toilets accessible to passengers with reduced
mobility. A new hydraulic platform with adjustable height
provides: Easier boarding than on any other cruise ship, Easier
Zodiac embarkation and disembarkation for expeditions, Easier
access to the sea for swimming and practising various water
sports such as kayaking or paddle-boarding. A pool deck
offering: A pool with a panoramic view, equipped with a
counter-current swimming system, A pleasant solarium, An
outdoor bar and lounge with armchairs and sofas. A 200 m²
main lounge which can accommodate all of our passengers to
share convivial moments and to host activities organised during
the day or evening. Lastly, a theatre that seats 188, equipped
with: The latest sound and lighting technology, A LED wall as the
stage backdrop, for the projection of high-resolution images and
videos. Please click the following links to read more about
Ponant and the other Ponant
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP
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PRICING


