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ISLAND LIFE - DISCOVER THE CHANNEL ISLANDS & ISLES OF SCILLY

Join us aboard the all-suite MS Island Sky for a delightful seven
night voyage to the charming Channel Islands and the beautiful
Isles of Scilly. Our journey will be a leisurely one visiting some
truly idyllic islands where you can be as active and footloose as
you choose. Sailing distances are short allowing us to visit
multiple isles and on each island there will be organised walks
with members of our expedition team as well as ample time for
you to explore independently. With just over 100 passengers,
we will not overrun the islands but instead will be absorbed into
island life. We will be visiting some of the most bewitching of
places in the UK beginning in the Channel Islands where each
island has its own unique character and where we head to some
of the least explored including Alderney and Herm. Upon arrival
in the Isles of Scilly we will witness the grey Atlantic dissolving
miraculously into turquoise, and white sandy beaches giving
way to verdant islands and palm trees. The nurturing warm
waters of the Gulf Stream have helped to create a microclimate
endowing the islands with great botanical and ornithological
diversity. There is so much to see on the islands whether your
interest lies in botany, horticulture or maritime history and the
joy of many of the islands we will visit are the gentle walks along
car-free lanes and paths, absorbing the flora and birdsong
without the background hum of traffic and modern-day life. The
islands are small, the walks undemanding and, instead of
hopping on and off coaches, our transport will be provided by
Zodiacs or local tenders.

ITINERARY

Day 1 Portsmouth, England.

Embark the MS Island Sky this afternoon. Transfers will be
provided from Portsmouth Harbour Railway Station at a fixed
time, alternatively car parking will be available at the port. Enjoy
welcome drinks and dinner as we sail this evening.
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Days 2 to 4 Alderney, Herm, Sark & Guernsey, Channel Islands.

We will have three days to explore the Channel Islands
beginning on the islands of the Bailiwick of Guernsey. On
Alderney, visit the island's only town, St Anne, which has all the
old-world charm of a Normandy village with tiny squares and
pastel shaded cottages and shops. Maybe join a short walk to
see the German fortifications, a longer walk with our naturalists
heading to the cliffs or see Nunnery Heritage Site where we find
one of the best preserved Roman forts in Britain. We will use our
Zodiacs to land on the peaceful traffic-free island of Sark.
Horse-drawn carriages take us along the narrow lanes alive with
the songs of chaffinches, skylarks and mistle thrush as we see
the narrow isthmus which joins Little Sark and Big Sark and the
enchanting gardens at La Seigneurie. We will also visit Herm,
the smallest inhabited Channel Island and, at just one and a
half miles long and half a mile wide, perfect for exploring on
foot. Here, you will have free time to explore, perhaps take a
stroll over to Shell or Belvoir Beach whilst our naturalists will be
ashore on the lookout for wildflowers. Our last day is on
Guernsey where a panoramic drive will see the beautiful
coastline and beaches and visit the Little Chapel, built in 1914
as a miniature version of the famous basilica at Lourdes and
covered in fragments of shattered china. Our time discovering
the Channel Islands comes to an end after a leisurely afternoon
to explore the charming town of St Peter Port after which we will
set sail for the Isles of Scilly.

Days 5 to 7 Tresco, Bryher, St Martin’s, St Agnes & St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly.

Arrive this morning in the Isles of Scilly for two and a half days of

exploration. From our central anchorage, we will use our Zodiacs
and local tenders to visit a number of the islands in the group.
We will visit traffic-free Tresco, walking its idyllic lanes from the
beach to the famous subtropical Abbey Gardens. Defying the
Atlantic weather, this miracle of a garden is home to more than
20,000 species of plants from over 80 countries. Enjoy time to
wander at your own pace along the paths, maybe visit the
Valhalla collection of ship figureheads from ships wrecked on
the islands or relax in the cafe. On St Agnes we find the most
south westerly community in the UK. Surrounded by rocks and
reefs this delightful tiny island offers marvellous coastal walks.
The small island of Gugh lies across a narrow sandbar and here
we find a single stone monolith called the 'Old Man of Gugh'
which dates back to the Bronze Age. We will tender ashore to
Bryher, the smallest of the inhabited Isles of Scilly where you
can wander along the tracks that cross the island amongst
hedgerows and fields with wildflowers. Those feeling active may
wish to climb Watch Hill, where in the past islanders would keep
watch for ships in distress or alternatively take a stroll to one of
the beautiful beaches. Visit the northernmost island of the
group, St Martin's, a small island community of just 120
residents. Enjoy time to explore independently, climb to one of
the viewpoints for vistas over the islands and the offshore seal
colonies or maybe visit the vineyard. On St Mary's, the largest
island in the archipelago (yet still only six square miles), you can
enjoy some time in the shops in Hugh Town or walk the historic
Garrison Walls.

Day 8 Portsmouth, England.

Disembark this morning. Transfers will be provided to
Portsmouth Harbour Railway Station at a fixed time.
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Please Note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: ISLAND SKY

YOUR SHIP: Island Sky

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

With a maximum passenger capacity of only 116, a vessel of
her size is capable of carrying many more but instead the MS
Island Sky has the benefit of unusually large suites, luxuriously
appointed public areas and spacious outside decks. There is a
high ratio of crew to passengers- the friendly crew of 75 crew
and Scandinavian captains are experienced mariners, having
been in service aboard large 2000 plus passenger vessels and
who now prefer a less frantic life aboard a small ship. If, like
them and us, you prefer a more peaceful life at sea, you will find
the MS Island Sky the perfect ship. When choosing the vessel
for your next voyage of discovery, you can select a ship with
endless entertainment and impersonal service or come with us
where peace, high quality service and attention to detail are the
order of the day. We promise there will be no organised
entertainment, fancy dress, deck games or any of the usual big
ship experiences. The atmosphere on board is more akin to a
private yacht or country hotel. A little music in the lounge or bar
after dinner, guest speakers, informative port briefings from our
cruise director and of course good food which may be enjoyed
leisurely in the attractive dining room. After a day ashore you will
return to the comfort and peace of a well run and exceedingly

comfortable ship. Your Suite Onboard there are 57 exceptionally
spacious and well designed suites. All feature a sitting room
area and some have private balconies. The feeling of luxury is
enhanced by the wood panelling and brass, which predominates
throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere of a private
yacht. The passenger accommodation is arranged over five
decks and all suites have outside views. Each affords
considerable comfort with en-suite bathroom featuring
marble-topped vanity unit with sink and walk-in shower, large
wardrobes, dressing table with large mirror and stool and
excellent storage. There is a mini-fridge, flat screen television
with inbuilt DVD player which can also play CDs and a
telephone in each suite. Bottled water, towelling dressing gowns
and slippers are also provided for your comfort. Other facilities
include a programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted
toiletries and individually controlled air-conditioning and
heating. The suites on each deck have their own colour theme.
Soft hues and blended tones enhance the traditional maritime
style making the passenger accommodation an inviting and
relaxing place to be. Your Space The spacious and finely
decorated public rooms include a large lounge where daily
briefings and talks will be provided throughout the voyage and
an elegant bar where a pianist plays periodically throughout the
day. The bar also features a 24-hour tea and coffee station. The
onboard library is the perfect place to relax with a book and is
stocked with reference books pertaining to the places the vessel
is visiting along with a selection of games and two computers
with internet access. Daily newspapers and magazines are also
placed in the library depending on local availability. There is
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also WI-FI access throughout the vessel. Outside there is a rear
sun deck where meals are served in warm weather under shade,
a bar and comfortable deck furniture for sun bathing or relaxing
with a book. On the top deck there is a Jacuzzi and further
observation and sun deck. There is also a small hairdressers on
board with appointments made on request. Your Dining Another
benefit of a small ship is the quality of the cuisine. With only
one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the
galley is able to provide delicious meals. Where possible and
when it meets his high standards, the chef will obtain local
produce in markets or buy the catch of the day from a passing
fishing boat. Such purchases enhance the well stocked larders
and bring a local touch to the

varied menus.
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP
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PRICING


