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GALAPAGOS EXPLORER: SOUTHERN ISLANDS (GRAND QUEEN BEATRIZ)

Island hop around the wildlife-rich waters of the Galapagos As
we fly from Quito to the Galapagos Islands, located in the
equatorial water of the Pacific Ocean, we suddenly find
ourselves in a very different world. As we board our vessel, the
M.Y Grand Queen Beatriz and follow in the footsteps of Charles
Darwin, we start to encounter nature at its finest. This is indeed
the Galapagos journey with something for everyone. Is this trip
right for you? Although we don't ask travellers to complete a
Physical Participation Form for this trip, we do ask that you read
through the trip notes carefully to ensure that this trip is right for
you. You’ll need to feel comfortable with the included activities
and with moving about the boat. The cabins and communal
areas of the boat are spread over four decks, and the steps
between the decks are steep. You will be entering and exiting a
Zodiac boat (panga) during wet and dry landings and when
returning from snorkelling. Although the waters we sail are
usually calm, there are times when the sea can get rough and
choppy. Steady sea legs (and a sturdy stomach) are needed
when walking around the boat during bad weather. Rain or
shine, your trusty crew will always be on hand to assist you. A
typical yacht/boat for sixteen travellers is equipped with eight
cabins each with ensuites. They are designed to maximise living
area space, so sleeping quarters can be a bit cramped. That
being said, the adventure and exhilaration of an authentic
Galapagos trip more than makes up for any discomfort. While at
sea and when exploring the islands, you may be exposed to the
sun for large parts of the day. It’s important to use sun
protection and drink plenty of water. Please note that while
there is an itinerary in place, some changes may occur due to

the weather or because of direction from the local authorities.
This can happen with little notice so please be prepared for
potential modifications to the route or activities. A sense of
humour and flexibility will ensure you have a fun, relaxing trip
through this beautiful part of the world no matter what happens.
All of our Galapagos tours begin and end in Quito which is
located approximately 2850 metres above sea level so you may
experience some

altitude sickness.

ITINERARY

Day 1: (Tue) Arrive in Quito and transfer to hotel.

On arrival at Quito's Mariscal Sucre International Airport you will
be met and transferred to your hotel. The remainder of the day
will be at your leisure. A welcome meeting will be held in the
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evening at either 5pm or 6 pm when you meet others travelling
with you on your cruise to the Galapagos Islands. Please check
with hotel reception or check the reception notice boards for the
time and place of the meeting for your trip. As today is an arrival
day, you can arrive at any time as there are no activities
planned until this important meeting. If you can't arrange a flight
that will arrive in time, you may wish to arrive a day early so
you're able to attend. We'll be happy to book additional
accommodation for you (subject to availability). Quito sits at
high altitude under the towering Pichincha volcano. It is a
beautiful city, arguably one of the most beautiful in South
America. The city stretches along the valley and is surrounded
by the Andes. The Old Town of Quito is awash with history, with
more than 30 churches to explore, and a number of fascinating
museums. La Compania de Jesus is considered to be the most
beautiful and ornate churches in the Americas. The city's oldest
street, Calle La Ronda, is well worth exploring. As this trip
spends very little time in Quito, we recommend you spend a few
extra days before or after your trip to experience all the city has
to offer. You may even wish to explore further beyond the city
and visit Otavalo, Cotopaxi, the Cloud Forest or the Equatorial
Monument. Special Information Quito is located at 2850 metres
above sea level. At this altitude you may experience some of the
milder effects of altitude sickness, such as dizziness, insomnia
and a shortness of breath. If so, we recommend you avoid any
strenuous activity. Please see the "Medical & Health
Information" section for more details.

Day 2: Isla Baltra - Charles Darwin Research Station

This morning you will be transferred to the airport for your flight
to the Galapagos Islands. Please note the pick-up time will
usually be as early as 4:30 am (a boxed breakfast will be

provided), as the airport is a one-hour drive away and you must
allow for delays and check-in times. (Your tour leader will
confirm this time with you at the Welcome Meeting on Day 1). A
US$20 per person transit card is payable on departure at Quito
Airport and a US$100 per person national park entry fee is
payable on arrival on the islands. Please have cash on hand for
these transactions as credit cards are not accepted. The flight to
the Galapagos will make one stop in Guayaquil to pick up other
passengers. (Total flight time is about 3.5 hours). On arrival in
the Galapagos, you will be met in the arrival hall of the airport
(look out for 'Grand Queen Beatriz' signs) by a transfer guide
and transferred to our motor yacht - ‘M/Y Grand Queen Beatriz’,
anchored on the other side of Santa Cruz Island. Our transfer
guide will take you on an airport public bus for a short distance
(5 minute drive) to where you board a public ferry across the
Itabaca Channel. The ferry crossing takes only 7 minutes.
(Please note that all public transportation costs are included).
Once you reach Santa Cruz Island, you board a private bus for a
45-minute drive to Puerto Ayora, the main port of the island.
Here, there will be two dinghies to transport you and your fellow
travellers to the 'M/Y Grand Queen Beatriz'. Once on board,
cabins will be assigned and there will be a welcome briefing and
safety drill. You will then get to meet our crew members and get
to know your naturalist guide while enjoying a delicious lunch.
Your first stop in the afternoon is Santa Cruz, the second largest
island in the Galapagos. The small town of Puerto Ayora is the
economic centre of the archipelago, and home to the Charles
Darwin Research Station. As well as undertaking vital
conservation work, the station also makes for interesting
exploration and offers the best opportunities for close
encounters with giant tortoises. You will also observe baby
tortoises and land iguanas. Estimated travel time/distance:
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Puerto Ayora to Isla Santa Fe: 2 hours (16 nautical miles)
Special Information Today is predominately a long travel day
with an early morning start. Your first activity on the islands will
not commence until after lunch. The airline we use to and from
the Galapagos islands will provide a small snack but because it
is such a long travel day we recommend that you carry your own
snacks as well. The snacks they do provide are not gluten free,
so if you require a gluten free diet, please ensure you carry your
own. Please also keep in mind that the Galapagos has strict
quarantine regulations in regards to bringing food onto the
islands with many fruits and vegetables being on the restricted
list. There will be time after check-in and before departure to buy
snacks.

Day 3: Isla Santa Fe - Isla Plaza Sur

Isla Santa Fe is home to many sea lions and these ones are very
eager for swimming partners! It’s a lovely place to take a dip,
offers a dense concentration of wildlife, and is a fantastic place
to see many of the stars of the Galapagos in one relatively small
area. Expect to see Galapagos hawks, land iguanas, a variety of
finches, Galapagos mockingbirds, sea lions, marine turtles,
frigatebirds, Galapagos doves and lava lizards. It’s a naturally
beautiful island as well with one of the most attractive coves in
the archipelago and the jade-green waters are ideal for
snorkelling. A trail follows the coast into the opuntia forest,
where you see Santa Fe's trees - the largest in the Galapagos.
The island is also home to a unique sub-species of land
iguanas. Hiking towards the cliffs on Santa Fe will lead you to a
forest of prickly pear cactus. A member of the cactus family,
their name comes from the pear-shaped fruit the plant
produces. Santa Fe is home to endemic land iguanas. A small
island, Plaza Sur is nonetheless a place of great beauty, where

you will get close to sea lions and on to trails past one of the
Galapagos’ largest land iguana populations, resting amid cacti
and volcanic landscapes coloured bright red and green by
sesuvium. The island’s rugged southern cliffs are an excellent
place to spot tropicbirds and swallow-tailed gulls, as well as the
'Gentlemen’s Club’, a gathering of male sea lions either too
young or too old to be beachmasters! Estimated travel
time/distance: Isla Santa Fe to Isla South Plaza: 2 hours (16
nautical miles) South Plaza to Espanola Island (Punta Suarez):
7 hours (60 nautical miles)

Day 4: Isla Espanola - Bahia Gardner - Punta Suarez

After an overnight night sail you will wake up on the island of
Espanola - the southernmost island of the Galapagos and one
of the most spectacular. Because of its remote location, this
island has a large population of endemic fauna. It is the
breeding site for nearly all of the world's 12,000 pairs of waved
albatrosses and also home to colonies of blue-footed and
masked boobies. Trails from the golden beaches, where sea
lions bathe and marine iguanas make their way towards the
water, will lead you right through the middle of booby colonies,
and Galapagos doves and mockingbirds are also often seen.
You will also visit the beautiful white sandy beaches at Bahia
Gardner, which are great places for swimming and relaxing. The
rocks off the coast provide excellent snorkelling opportunities,
with reef sharks, turtles and many species of tropical fish,
including surgeon and angelfish, often seen. The small
white-tipped reef sharks are also often spotted resting under the
rocks. You will also pay a visit to Punta Suarez, one of the most
attractive locations in the Galapagos and home to large and
varied wildlife population - a walk along its trails will take you to
a cliff top viewpoint, where you'll gain a magical panorama.
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Boobies line the rocky shoreline beneath you, while frigate birds
may be seen overhead; nearby enormous male sea lions can be
seen lounging and albatross use the cliffs as their ‘runway’,
helping become airborne by the southeast winds that blow
across this part of the island. If you’re lucky you’ll see the
elaborate courtship rituals performed by albatrosses before the
female chooses her lifelong mate! Stop at Bahia Gardner
(Gardner Bay), which is considered by many as one of the most
beautiful beaches in the Galapagos Islands and full of sea lions
and hood mockingbirds. Enjoy the beach and do some
snorkelling which could be great for playing with sea lion pups
and lots of fish. The rocks off the coast provide excellent
snorkelling opportunities, with reef sharks, turtles and many
species of tropical fish, including surgeon and angelfish, often
seen. The small white-tipped reef sharks are also often spotted
resting under the rocks. Estimated travel time/distance: Punta
Suarez to Bahia Gardener: 1 hour (7 nautical miles) Bahia
Gardener to Punta Pitt (Isla San Cristobal): 7 hours (50 nautical
miles)

Day 5: Isla Cristobal - Leon Dormido - Isla Lobos - Punta Pitt

This morning you will visit Punta Pitt on the eastern end of San
Cristobál Island. Walk to the top of the volcanic hill for
expansive views of the sparsely vegetated area. A variety of
seabirds nest here, including blue-footed boobies and frigates.
On a 'panga' ride you can observe the three varieties of boobies
nesting in the Galapagos and enjoy a snorkel from the beach.
Close by you will pass through Leon Dormido (Kicker Rock), the
magnificent basalt remains of a crater in the middle of the sea,
the shape resembles a sleeping lion. The rock rises 150 metres
above the surface and is divided into two parts by a narrow
channel. You cruise through the channel with nesting seabirds

on either side of the boat, tropic birds overhead, marine iguanas
in the water and many sea lions present including many resting
on the rocks. Snorkelling gives us the opportunity to see
Galapagos sharks, and possibly a hammerhead shark among
sea turtles and an incredible biodiversity of invertebrates on the
rock wall. You will also visit Isla Lobos, a tiny island almost
touching San Cristobál Island. This is the perfect time to witness
the always friendly sea lions as they play in the calm shallow
waters here. Blue-footed boobies, frigate birds and marine
iguanas are also easily seen. Estimated travel time/distance:
Punta Pitt to Kicker Rock (Isla San Cristobal): 2.5 hours (27
nautical miles) Kicker Rock to Isla Lobos: 1 hour (7 nautical
miles) Isla Lobos to Puerto Baquerizo (Isla San Cristobal): 1
hour (5 nautical miles) Special Information Today is
predominately a long travel day with an early morning start.
There will be a short morning activity before our mid-morning
flight back to the mainland. The flight back to Quito is not due to
arrive until late afternoon getting back to the hotel in time for an
optional final group dinner. **

Day 7: End Quito (Mon).

Your Galapagos adventure will come to an end today after
breakfast. There are no activities planned for the final day so
you are able to depart the accommodation at any time. There
are many fascinating things to do in and around Quito, so
please speak to our customer service representative about any
optional activities that might be of interest. They can also assist
you in booking a departure transfer to the airport. Special
Information All travel times/distances and activity durations are
approximate only and subject to change.

Please note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: GRAND QUEEN BEATRIZ

YOUR SHIP: Grand Queen Beatriz

VESSEL TYPE: Yacht

LENGTH: 30.20 metres

PASSENGER CAPACITY: 16

BUILT/REFURBISHED: 2018

Welcome aboard our Queen Bea! Experience the 'Enchanted
Islands' in our new custom-built yacht, the Grand Queen Beatriz.
Custom built, with a stylish modern design, ensuite bathrooms,
outward-facing windows in all cabins (and private balconies in
some), and a jacuzzi on the sundeck, the 'Grand Queen Bea' will
be one of the newest boats operating in the Galapagos.
Facilities - All meals while on board, Sun deck and spa, Indoor
and outdoor bar, TV/Lounge, Onboard gift shop Equipment -
Snorkelling equipment, Wetsuits, Beach towels Accessibility -
Stairs connect each deck, there is no elevator
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