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FROM KOMODO TO MALUKU WITH MARTA, MARINE BIOLOGIST - FROM KOMODO TO AMBON

Led by Marta Filippini, a marine biologist with a deep passion
for the sea, this is a new 13-day voyage we have created for
2026 that takes the northern route from Komodo as we make
our relocation crossings to the Moluccan Islands. Starting with
Komodo dragons and manta rays in the Komodo National park,
we head north across the Flores Sea to the Bonerate
Archipelago, the world's third largest coral atoll, past an
uninhabited seamount that is home to hundreds of thousands
of seabirds, head to the Wakatobi National Park, famed for its
reefs, band cross the Banda Sea following the Sula Archipelago
as we make our way to Ambon in the Moluccas. Along the way
we will snorkel amazing reefs, visit with the Bajau "Sea Gypsy"
people, visit with some "local heroes" at a giant clam restoration
project, meet with shipbuilders on a remote islands shipyard
where many pinisi boats just like ours are under construction,
swim with stingless jellyfish, visit with local people, lie on
deserted tropical beaches and swim in gin clear waters, as we
explore some of Indonesia's remotest regions. So remote, you
won't see another traveller for days and days at a time. If you
like solitude and open ocean, experiencing different cultures
and islands, and seemingly endless snorkelling, then this is the
adventure for you.

01432 507 280 (within UK)

KOMODO - AMBON

KALIMANTAN
(BORNEO)

WHERE WE SAIL

ITINERARY

Days 1-2

We start the cruise in a big way with giants looming large in your
first two days: Komodo dragons, flying foxes and manta rays,
three of the biggest and most impressive animals in Indonesia.
We take a privately arranged, ranger-led walk around the island
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of Rinca, where we will see not only the dragons, but also their
preferred menu of prey - monkeys, deer, pigs, and buffaloes.

Snorkel on some of Komodo National Park's best reefs to see
sea turtles, masses of fish, and some amazingly rich coral reefs.

At sunset we will gather on the deck and be witness to a most
spectacular event as thousands of flying foxes leave their
mangrove forest homes en masse on their nightly fruit-foraging
missions.

Days 3-4

Bonerate archipelago is rarely visited by tourists outside of
SeaTrek, and seeing this open-air boatyard is an experience to
be savoured. We walk amongst the hulls and hulks of a huge
unlaunched flotilla of pinisi ships being built on this remote
island archipelago. We will meet the shipwrights and discover
their age-old traditions of shipbuilding that they have practiced
for centuries.

As we walk through the villages and along the beaches and
meet the locals, you will gain a new appreciation for island life
and for the kind of boat you have been cruising with for the past
thirteen days.

Snorkel some fabulous reefs in the third largest atoll in the world
and see a huge abundance of fish, corals and all the creatures
and plants that dwell within.

Days 5-6

Literally meaning "High Rock", we visit the island of Batuatas,
which takes its name from the high and dramatic cliffs that line
its western coast. We visit a famous local blacksmith where the
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local craftsmen use hand-operated bellows on the furnace in
the blacksmith's shop to produce machetes and knives that are
highly sought-after right across Indonesia.

If the tides and currents are in our favour, we pass by an
uninhabited sea mount in the middle of the Flores Sea, where
tens of thousands of seabirds call home. It's rich in upwelling
nutrients and a perfect habitat for fishing and raising their
young.

Visit the Wakatobi National Park, a very hard to reach
archipelago filled with fascinating culture and also one of
Indonesia's best national parks, with outstanding underwater life
natural beauty. At Hoga Island, we will snorkel the island's
famous drop off, with a beautiful reef and myriad fish species of
all types and sizes.

Days 7-8

We will visit a Bajau "Sea Gypsy" settlement. Here, you'll see
how the Bajau people live in, on, and above the water and how
their community thrives in harmony with the ocean. Known for
their ability to read the weather, hold their breath for extended
periods, and their exceptional freediving skills, and their deep
connection to the sea, the Bajau depend entirely on marine life
for survival. Meeting them in person is a truly unforgettable
experience.

The Bokan islands are an area of unsurpassed beauty, and
today will be a day of marine exploration and relaxation as we
snorkel, swim, paddle around the glorious reef, beach and
island with giant clams scattered around the area.
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We pay a hands-on visit to some "local heroes" at an NGO
doing great work with giant clam restoration on the surrounding
reefs, in addition to working with local fishermen in finding
sustainable solutions for overseas markets and the live
aquarium fishing trade.

Days 9-10

Crossing to the Sula Archipelago, we visit a local village, where
we will meet the Kadai tribe, one of the four indigenous tribes of
Taliabu Island. They speak limited Indonesian but welcome
visitors with genuine warmth and friendliness. Once known as
skilled hunters, they now focus more on agriculture, though
traditional hunting is still practiced today.

We have the rare privilege to swim in a small marine lake filled
with stingless jellyfish, one of only 20 lakes of its kind in the
world. Stingless jellyfish exist as a result of evolutionary
adaptation in isolated marine lakes where they have no natural
predators and have developed alternative ways to obtain food.

Days 11-13

Enjoy some relaxing time on the beach, swimming, paddle
boarding, kayaking, and snorkelling on the white sand beaches
and reefs of the western end of the Sula island chain.

Visit Manipa Island, a place said to have magical powers,
because none of the colonial powers ever took hold here. We
will visit a village to experience their food production
technologjes, which include sago production, nutmeg and
cashew plantations, as well as a pot-distilled volatile oil called
"kayu putih", famed throughout Indonesia as a universal
panacea: cosmetic, antiseptic, insecticide, decongestant,
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analgesic, stimulant, and tonic.

On our last day, we will arrive in Ambon where everyone will say
their goodbyes to the crew, the tour leaders, and fellow guests
who have been our family for the past two weeks.

Please note:

Our mission is to provide the best experience possible for our
guests given the current conditions and when unexpected
opportunities for adventure may present themselves along our
cruise routes. Sometimes weather conditions, tides or other
local factors dictate that we need to vary from the published
route, and at times there are special opportunities to explore
and discover new locations, events and activities. These
explorations will always be a definite enhancement to the
published itinerary and will be undertaken after discussion and
agreement among guests. Ultimately, the boat captains and
your tour leader will make decisions to maximize trip safety and
your overall enjoyment, so please come prepared to be flexible!
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YOUR SHIP: KATHARINA
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YOUR SHIP: Katharina

VESSEL TYPE:
LENGTH:
PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Katharina is a mix of traditional and modern design. Her hull
and rigging are traditional, while the deck house and interior
were custom designed to adapt to Western tastes of space,
privacy and comfort. While Indonesian traditional sailing vessels
are customarily referred to as Bugi Schooners, strictly speaking
Katharina is rigged as a Ketch, the foremast being higher than
the aft mast. The deck area of Katharina is dominated by the
25m tall main and top masts and a large central table around
which we enjoy our meals alfresco. Just aft is the main lounge
and bar, accessible on the port side. On top of this main cabin
there is a sun deck, where you find several additional deck
chairs and comfortable day beds. Below decks there are 4
double cabins (with one extra single upper berth) and 2 twin
cabins (upper/lower berth). All cabins are air-conditioned
(individually controlled) and have private bathrooms with warm
and cold water. Obviously, we provide all hotel amenities you
may require. Each cabin has a wardrobe, a built-in mini safe,
individually controlled cooling systems and soft lightning. All
cabins have their own private bathroom with shower and toilet.
Unlike typical ship accommodation, your cabin provides ample
space to store your stuff and still move about with ease. We
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know from experience that during a cruise in the tropics some of
our guests discover the pleasure of sleeping under the stars and
there is plenty of room to sleep on the upper deck. Mattresses
as well as light blankets are available for that purpose. Spacious
twin shared cabins with twin bunk beds or double bed Each
cabin has a private bathroom with toilet and hot shower
Washbasin and soap toiletries in your cabin Cabins have
individually controlled air conditioning Towels and beach towels
that are regularly changed each cabin has an individual
minisafe for valuables and travel documents Free tea, coffee
and mineral water Excellent food and snacks (vegetarian food
on request) Excellent wine selection, cold beer and other
alcoholic drinks for sale Chilled towels and a welcome drink
upon arrival Qutdoor sleeping facilities Unlimited use of our
snorkeling equipment and 2 sea canoes Television, DVD and
music
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP

Stateroom
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PRICING

05-Sep-2027 to 17-Sep-2027
Stateroom £8009 GBP pp

05-Sep-2027 to 17-Sep-2027
Stateroom £8009 GBP pp
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