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EXPEDITION NORTHWEST PASSAGE - THE EPITOME OF PIONEERING SPIRIT

Embark on an extraordinary cruise that traces a legendary
waterway, blending awe-inspiring solitude with daring
exploration along a route mastered by only a few ships. This
journey, shaped by weather and ice, offers an active Arctic
adventure with Zodiac excursions and hikes, promising sightings
of polar bears, musk oxen, Arctic foxes, and whales in their
natural realm. Starting in Seward, Alaska, the voyage navigates
the rugged Alaska Peninsula and Aleutian Islands, ventures
through the Bering and Chukchi Seas, and braves the iconic
Northwest Passage from the Beaufort Sea to Lancaster Sound,
featuring remote stops like Herschel Island, Victoria Strait, and
Beechey Island. The expedition concludes along Greenland's
stunning west coast, with visits to Uummannaq, Ilulissat, and
Disko Bay, before ending in Kangerlussuaq--a trip where the
route itself, rich in natural wonders and Arctic mystique,
becomes the ultimate destination.

ITINERARY

Day 1 Seward/Alaska/USA

Seward/Alaska/USA, departure 21.00 hrs

Day 2 Relaxation at sea

Days 3 - 5 Alaska Peninsula and Aleutian Islands/USA

Alaska Peninsula and Aleutian Islands/USA (cruising off Kak
Island, Chignik , Popof Island , Unalaska Island)

Some impressive chapters of your expedition lie ahead on the
coast of Alaska. Land and sea, humankind and nature join
together in an abundance of unspoilt scenery. Where the coasts
are undisturbed, the animal kingdom untamed and the culture
mysterious, your small expedition ship will take you to some
truly exciting experiences.

The cliffs teeming with sea birds when cruising off Kak Island will
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stir up your anticipation of what lies ahead. Your gaze will be
drawn back to the sky time and again as millions of sea birds,
including auks, guillemots, kittiwakes and horned puffins, nest
and breed on the coastline of Alaska. You will be able to identify
the different species together with your experts.

When you arrive on the Alaska Peninsula, meet the locals and
gain insights into the life of the residents in the small fishing
town of Chignik. The name of the town means "strong wind" in
the Alutiiq language - and yet there's a certain serenity in the air
here. You will feel the close bond between the Alutiiqs and the
land and sea when you encounter this little community. The
volcanic island chain of the Aleutian Islands stretches into the
Pacific like a great arc. At the southern edge of the Bering Sea,
it is lonely, vast and unspoilt. A side of nature that is rarely
seen.

The community of Sand Point on Popof Island owes its name to
a special feature: several vast sandy beaches are a great place
for a walk. Explore the surrounding area on hikes with your
experts, with a chance to spot cormorants, kittiwakes and
puffins. The island is also home to bison, which were brought
here in 1955. The picturesque Russian Orthodox church is
testament to the fact that many inhabitants still follow this
religion.

The majestic bald eagle is the undisputed king of the sky. Follow
its call when it circles over Unalaska Island. History is in the air
on a visit to Dutch Harbor and the oldest Russian Orthodox
church in North America. Part of the fascinating legacy of
Russian America, as Alaska was called until the mid 19th
century.

Day 6 Saint Paul Island/Pribilof Islands

Exciting Zodiac rides and landings promise thrilling expedition
moments as you discover the wildlife of far-flung islands. The
Pribilof Islands are situated north of the Aleutian Islands in the
Bering Sea. The island group consists of the two inhabited
islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, as well as three
uninhabited islands. On a hike along the coast of Saint Paul
Island, you may be lucky enough to spot a colony of northern fur
seals, accompanied perhaps by the cries of countless crested
auklets, parakeet auklets and horned puffins. Your sightings will
be enriched by the interesting knowledge of your experts or by
your own studies in the Ocean Academy.

Day 7 Relaxation at sea/Cruising in the Bering Sea

Day 8 Nome

Just like rich experiences have drawn you to this region, it was
gold that was the magnet in Alaska in the early 1900s. In 1889,
gold was found near the town now known as Nome. This
resulted in the rapid development of a settlement, which by
1899 already had more than 10,000 inhabitants. Although little
remains of the original architecture from the gold rush era, the
town still bears the marks of its history: with disused steam
trains, tracks and gold dredges. The scent of history and
adventure is like something out of a Jack London novel. It's
fitting therefore, that huskies also have an important role to play
here - Nome is the home of the famous Iditarod, the longest dog
sled race in the world.

Days 9 - 11 Relaxation at sea/Cruising through the Chukchi Sea and Beaufort
Sea

Days 12 - 25 Adventure in the Northwest Passage – from the Beaufort Sea to
Lancaster Sound
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Adventure in the Northwest Passage - from the Beaufort Sea to
Lancaster Sound (including Herschel Island/Canada, Smoking
Hills, Victoria Island, Jenny Lind Island, cruising in the Victoria
Strait, cruising in Peel Sound, Prince of Wales Island, Beechey
Island, Devon Island)

The adventure of the Northwest Passage: to this day, fascinating
legends surround this famous waterway. Your manoeuvrable
expedition ship is simply made for this. With the highest ice
class and an experienced expedition crew, enjoy an
exceptionally up-close experience of the fascinating Arctic.
Although the route is carefully planned, the weather and ice
often determine the actual course, with the captain and the
team adjusting the details each day.

To start your adventures, the rarely visited Herschel Island sets
the scene. If the local conditions permit, you can explore the
former whaling station. With a little luck, rough-legged buzzards
will herald your arrival and the timid Arctic fox might even make
an appearance. Franklin Bay is enveloped by the history of
Franklin the explorer and the phenomenon of the Smoking Hills:
The smoky effect is caused by layers of rocks within the hills that
contain pyrite and have ignited themselves - a Zodiac ride gives
you unique perspectives of this spectacle. On Victoria Island,
you might have the chance to see musk oxen weighing up to
400 kg (882 lb). Will you perhaps even see polar bears here? A
great voice echoes on Jenny Lind Island, which owes its name to
a Swedish opera singer from the 19th century. As well as
opportunities for birdwatching, you may also find yourself
surprised by Arctic hares, Arctic foxes and caribou. As the ship
cruises in Victoria Strait, the dramatic scenery will reflect the
moving history of this area: for a long time, this was said to be

the resting place of the missing Franklin ships. Find out about
the fate and the unflinching courage of those who braved the
forces of nature back then with your experts on board. The ice
conditions will decide whether your adventure continues by
cruising in Peel Sound. Zodiac rides and landings are possible
throughout the habitat of whales, seals and polar bears. For
example, Prince of Wales Island invites you to hike through the
untouched nature. Follow in the footsteps of past explorers on
Beechey Island: A walk to the graves of members of the Franklin
expedition will bring its historic significance to the fore. On the
world's largest uninhabited island, Devon Island, you will be
welcomed by a vast wilderness - an abandoned station of the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police reinforces the impression of
silent isolation. As the ship then sets sail from Lancaster Sound
for Greenland, you'll have completed the feat and be among the
few people who can say they have conquered the Northwest
Passage.

Day 26 Relaxation at sea

Days 27 - 29 West coast of Greenland

West coast of Greenland (Uummannaq, Ilulissat, Disko Bay,
Sisimiut)

In the magical Arctic light, the wonders of the west coast of
Greenland will be illuminated north of the Arctic Circle. A vast
and silent landscape, home to relics of a 4,500-year-old culture
- seemingly almost forgotten by the world.

Uummannaq welcomes you with colourful houses and an
astonishing creativity of nature. The heart-shaped mountain
above the town glows in countless shades of red in the sunlight.
In the small settlement, a museum recalls the ice expeditions of
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Alfred Wegener, a German who conducted research in
Greenland. A hike with your experts will take you to "Santa's
summer house", the setting of a Danish TV series.

Another eternal scene can be found in Ilulissat, when the glacier
calves in the world-famous ice fjord. On a hike with your experts,
enjoy the glittering, shimmering ice masses, which appear in
many different towering formations. An incredible UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

Disko Bay will provide even more memorable moments: ice
sculptures in all manner of forms drift slowly through the vast
area. Enjoy this natural spectacle from your front-row seat on
deck - or take a Zodiac ride to the centre of the action.
Illuminated by the sunlight, the ice gleams in a fascinating play
of colours from white to azure blue.

In Sisimiut, where the remarkable old town seems like a
museum village, the oldest settlement traces date back over
4,000 years, deep into the Saqqaq culture. Join your experts to
hike over rocks and through tundra - to relics from the whaling
era. A hike to Tele Island will also take you back thousands of
years to see ancient ruins and graves, crowned by magnificent
views of Sisimiut and the coast.

Day 30 Kangerlussuaq/Greenland

Kangerlussuaq/Greenland, arrival 06.00 hrs
Charter flight from Kangerlussuaq

Please note:

Important note on this expedition: This expedition is a very
demanding cruise to organise and sail. All of our experience and
careful preparation notwithstanding, the actual itinerary

depends on official approvals and rules, as well as the weather
and ice conditions, which may make it necessary to change the
itinerary. The natural experiences and animal sightings
described are possibilities and are not guaranteed. We will do
everything in our power to ensure that this cruise takes place as
advertised, but wish to inform you of the flexibility this requires.
The captain will decide on the best possible alternative
depending on local conditions.
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YOUR SHIP: HANSEATIC INSPIRATION

YOUR SHIP: Hanseatic Inspiration

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

The HANSEATIC inspiration, a small, state-of-the-art expedition
ship with a maximum of 230 guests, offers a perfect blend of
adventure and comfort for explorers seeking to uncover the
world's wonders. As an international vessel conducting cruises
in both English and German, it brings over 30 years of expertise
from a market leader in German-speaking countries to every
journey. Each expedition is a masterpiece, passionately crafted
to reveal far-flung worlds--be it icy realms, tropical paradises,
wildlife havens, or cultural gems--making every voyage a unique
discovery aboard this exceptional ship. Features of all cabins
and suites An ocean view with even more: exclusively outside
cabins and suites, almost all with balconies or French balconies
Spaciously designed - enjoy a relaxing stay in rooms from 21
m²/226 ft² up to 71 m²/764 ft² in size Exceptionally equipped -
for example, with binoculars, Nordic Walking poles, air
conditioning, coffee machine and mini bar (free of charge) and
24-hour cabin service Separable beds Rain shower and heated
wall in bathroom (e.g. for towels and wet parkas) Extensive
infotainment with live broadcast and recordings of expert
presentations, forwardview camera, navigation chart, films and
much more Restaurants Aboard the HANSEATIC inspiration, a

new kind of freedom blends adventure and pleasure with a
culinary journey across three exceptional restaurants. The
spacious HANSEATIC Restaurant offers flexible mealtimes and a
free choice of seating, serving a daily-changing menu of global
flavors inspired by local specialties, paired with fine wines and
supported by attentive 24-hour cabin service. At the Lido
Restaurant, guests can savor breakfast under the open sky or
enjoy a perfectly grilled steak from the outdoor barbecue,
complete with panoramic views and an open show kitchen. The
specialty restaurant Nikkei fuses fine Japanese creations with
modern Peruvian cuisine, delivering a unique dining experience
that elevates exploration to new heights--all while bars in the
Observation Lounge and HanseAtrium offer favorite drinks
against stunning backdrops, from Nordic fjords to icy Antarctic
vistas. Fitness and Wellness On the HANSEATIC inspiration, an
extraordinary time out awaits after thrilling Zodiac rides,
challenging hikes, or Arctic adventures. Unwind in the Ocean
Spa, where a Finnish sauna with stunning ocean views, a gentle
steam sauna, an ice fountain, and a relaxation room rejuvenate
your senses, complemented by professional massages,
cosmetic treatments, and eco-friendly products made from
natural, vegan ingredients. Stay active in the 100 m² fitness
room or separate course room--both with ocean vistas--guided
by a fitness coach offering personalized advice and a variety of
courses, either indoors or on deck. The pool area, with its
flexible canopy, invites relaxation year-round, featuring water
loungers, a whirlpool, and a bar, ensuring a perfect blend of
indulgence and revitalization against the backdrop of the open
sea. Knowledge Shore excursions and Zodiac rides come alive



01432 507 280 (within UK)

info@small-cruise-ships.com | small-cruise-ships.com

with deeper context through fascinating presentations in the
HanseAtrium, a high-tech lounge where experts share daily
precaps and recaps, doubling as an atmospheric evening bar for
films and discussions. The Ocean Academy enhances the
journey with a Study Wall and interactive poster of scientific
insights, microscopes for exploring hidden wonders alongside
experts, and Study Seats--with swivel touchscreens--for
personal dives into science. Supported by travel diaries and
destination videos, this immersive experience broadens horizons
with cutting-edge tools and

expertise.
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP

Balcony Cabin Balcony Cabin. From

French Balcony Cabin French Balcony Cabin. From

Grand Suite. From Junior Suite. From

Outside Cabin Outside Cabin. From

Panoramic Cabin Panoramic Cabin. From
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PRICING

06-Aug-2026 to 04-Sep-2026

Outside Cabin £21741 GBP pp

Panoramic Cabin £21741 GBP pp

French Balcony Cabin £25517 GBP pp

Balcony Cabin £27448 GBP pp

10-Aug-2027 to 08-Sep-2027

Panoramic Cabin. From £22785 GBP pp

Outside Cabin. From £22785 GBP pp

French Balcony Cabin. From £26900 GBP pp

Balcony Cabin. From £29423 GBP pp

Junior Suite. From £39576 GBP pp

30-Jul-2028 to 28-Aug-2028

Outside Cabin. From £24395 GBP pp

Panoramic Cabin. From £25379 GBP pp

French Balcony Cabin. From £27335 GBP pp

Balcony Cabin. From £29615 GBP pp

Junior Suite. From £38405 GBP pp

Grand Suite. From £53699 GBP pp


