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SCOTTISH ARCHIPELAGOS & THE FAROE ISLANDS: NORDIC HERITAGE & ISLAND IDENTITIES

A 10-day expedition cruise aboard Le Bellot exploring the
captivating landscapes and extraordinary historical heritage of
the archipelagos of Scotland and the Faroe Islands, lands with
Celtic and Viking influences. Leaving from Fairlie, you will reach
Fort William. This harbour town on the shores of Loch Linnhe is
steeped in Scottish history and tradition, close to the beautiful
and spectacular scenery of Glencoe. You will then sail towards
Loch Ewe in the Northwest Highlands, a sea loch that is home to
a remarkable subtropical Eden; next, you will reach Shiant
Islands and its huge sandstone cliffs, where many colonies of
seabirds come to nest. You will then head for the Orkney
archipelago and its windswept moorland landscape. Stromness,
a small fishing port with stone houses, reveals a rich history of
Vikings, merchants and sailors. In the middle of the North Sea,
the Scottish archipelago of the Shetlands is rich in unsuspected
treasures on its raw territories with jagged coastlines. From
Scalloway, the stone structures at Jarlshof are a vibrant
testimony to the first settlements while the cliff at Sumburgh
Head offers fantastic views of the seabirds. On the more remote
island of Foula, man has had to deal with the elements. Your
ship will then sail north towards the the Faroe Islands,
Denmark's northernmost autonomous territory. In this isolated
archipelago, you will immerse yourself in a wild and spectacular
natural environment. In Suduroy, the rolling plains populated by
sheep shape the scenery punctuated by sheer summits,
mountain lakes and jagged cliffs looking out to the islands,
offering outstanding terrestrial and maritime panoramas. In
Streymoy, you will enjoy sailing around cliffs home to bird
colonies. Here, the Viking legends and the Nordic cosmogony

are never far away. In the Hebrides, St Kilda is a small volcanic
archipelago with incredibly beautiful scenery, where the sheer
cliffs rub shoulders with vast and verdant relief. The main island
is a UNESCO World Heritage Site; uninhabited since 1930, it
has remnants of very old dwellings. The last stage of your
journey will take you to Tobermory, a charming fishing port with
multicoloured houses and with a distillery that produces a
renowned single malt, before you arrive in Glasgow, your

disembarkation port.

ITINERARY

Day 1 - GLASGOW, SCOTLAND
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In the heart of the Clyde Valley, the bustling city of Glasgow
contrasts starkly with the wild beauty of the surrounding
countryside. Scotland's biggest city overflows with landmarks
from its extensive artistic heritage and outstanding architectural
tradition. The city's chequerboard layout makes walking through
the major pedestrian thoroughfares easy: go with the flow and
let the lively street atmosphere take you past the many Victorian
monuments. Don't miss the collections on display in the
numerous museums and art galleries. The Kelvingrove Art
Gallery and Museum is an outstanding example.

Day 2 - FORT WILLIAM

A port town on the eastern shore of Loch Linnhe, Fort William is
sometimes described as the "Outdoor Capital of the UK."
Because it sits at the base of Ben Nevis, the highest peak in the
British Isles, and is in close proximity to the dramatic landscape
of Glencoe, it is a popular destination for hikers and rock
climbers. For those looking for a less adventurous experience,
the nearby Ben Nevis Distillery offers tours and tastings, and Old
Fort and Old Inverlochy Castle are interesting historical sites.

Day 3 - LOCH EWE & SAILING ALONG HANDA ISLAND

Loch Ewe, located in the Northwest Highlands, is a sea loch
surrounded by mountains, looking out onto the North Atlantic. It
was an assembly point for maritime trade in the past and
military ships used to gather there during the Second World War
to organise safe convoys to the Arctic. On its shores, the loch

shelters a remarkable botanic garden, Inverewe Garden, whose
many hundreds of tropical plants and species prosper thanks to
the Gulf Stream. Protected from the violent winds by endemic
pine trees, the garden, which was created in 1862 by landowner
Osgood Mackenzie and his daughter Mairi Sawyer, will unveil
unsuspected colours, shapes and perfumes. It is now managed
by the National Trust for Scotland. Perhaps you will be lucky
enough to glimpse some of Scotland's wild animals: red
squirrels, red deer, otters, seals or golden eagles. To the far
north-west of Scotland, Handa is a small wild island, very close
to the Highlands, that you will discover by sailing along its
magnificent cliffs of Torridonian sandstone (a grey or dark red
Precambrian rock), which are some of the oldest in the British
Isles. Each summer, they shelter large colonies of seabirds for
the breeding season, such as razorbills, puffins, great skuas and
Great Britain's largest population of common murres. You will
perhaps have the possibility of observing marine mammals
living in the fish-rich waters surrounding Handa.

Day 4 - STROMNESS, ORKNEY

The stone houses stand proudly facing the sea in the charming
town of Stromness, the second most populous town in
Scotland's Orkney Islands. Long ago called Hamnavoe -
meaning "safe harbour" - because of the safety it provided to
Viking travellers, sailors and merchants sailing around Great
Britain, the town has retained its gentle way of life. Strolling
along its picturesque streets will immerse you in the history of
the fishermen and whale hunters, but also allow you to discover
a lively town with a living culture.

Day 5 - SCALLOWAY, SHETLAND ISLANDS & FOULA, SHETLAND ISLANDS
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On the Atlantic seaboard of the Mainland, Scalloway is a fishing
port and the former capital of the Shetland archipelago, a wild
territory with windswept jagged coastlines, located off the coast
of Northern Scotland. In the 16th century, the Earl of Orkney,
Patrick Stewart, had his residence forcibly built there, a castle
whose ruins are still visible and which came to symbolise "Black
Patie's" oppressive rule over the Shetlander people. At the far
south of the island, the internationally renowned archaeological
site of Jarlshof reveals a striking historical snapshot of
settlement in the Scottish Far North, from the Iron Age to the
Pictish and Viking periods. You will then discover Sumburgh
Head, a rocky outcrop topped by a lighthouse; this site is the
kingdom of Atlantic puffins and gannets, and is unmissable for
birdwatchers! Foula, lying some twenty nautical miles west of
the Shetlands, is the archipelago's most remote island as well
as one of the most remote inhabited British islands: it only has
thirty inhabitants, who still observe the Julian calendar,
introduced by Julius Caesar in 46 BC. The island rock measures
12.5 km2 (4.8 square miles) and is characterised by its high
cliffs, the largest of which reach 365 m (almost 1,200 feet).
Inland, there are farms in the heart of huge expanses of moors
and peat bogs where flocks of sheep and herds of ponies live in
total freedom. The Vikings were the first explorers to come here
and they named it Fugløy or "bird island". You will be able to
explore these green windswept landscapes, to the cliffs of Hiora
Wick and Gaada Stack, home to nesting colonies of seabirds,
including fulmars, Atlantic puffins and eiders.

Day 6 - SUDUROY ISLAND, FAROE ISLANDS

Suduroy Island, literally "South Island", has one of the smallest
populations in the Faroe Islands. It has sheer cliffs along its
western face. The island is an important breeding ground for
seabirds, including northern fulmars, black-legged kittiwakes,
Atlantic puffins, and guillemots. Your expedition team will guide
you as you discover the island, its authentic villages with black,
tarred-wood churches typical of the Faroe Islands, and its hiking
trails lined with peat fields and stone sheepfolds. Sheep are
indeed omnipresent throughout the Faroe Islands -- in fact,
there are more sheep than humans --, and they add to the
charm of these wild landscapes.

Day 7 - STREYMOY ISLAND, FAROE ISLANDS

Streymoy Island is the largest and most populated of the Faroe
Islands, with 22,500 inhabitants. Lying between Scotland and
Iceland, the 18-island Danish archipelago boasts natural
wonders that will fascinate lovers of the great outdoors. Here,
the hilly green landscapes stand in contrast with the huge basalt
cliffs and the invigorating air shifts with the moods of the ocean.
To the north, the small village of Saksun, with its traditional
grass-covered rooftops, has 14 inhabitants. In the curve of a
magnificent natural amphitheatre, it overlooks a fjord with a
lagoon: an idyllic setting in a secluded and peaceful
environment. To the west, in Vestmanna, myriad birds nest in
the crags along the eroded and vertiginous cliff faces.

Day 8 - SAINT KILDA, HEBRIDES



01432 507 280 (within UK)

info@small-cruise-ships.com | small-cruise-ships.com

St Kilda is an archipelago of seven volcanic islands, located 35
nautical miles west of the Outer Hebrides. They are the most
remote of the British Isles. It is the only site in the United
Kingdom to hold joint UNESCO World Heritage Site status for
both its natural and cultural qualities. St Kilda has been
managed by the National Trust for Scotland since 1957.
According to the vestiges discovered there, the first travellers to
the island appear to date back to the Bronze Age. For 2,000
years, a small community of inhabitants survived there,
economically self-sufficient, until the last ones left in 1930. The
village was organised around blackhouses, typical of the
Hebrides, cultivable plots and cleitean, dry stone foodstuff
storage huts, scattered across the archipelago. The endemic
Soay sheep live wild, while the archipelago's impressive cliffs
shelter colonies of Atlantic puffins and gannets.

Day 9 - TOBERMORY, ISLE OF MULL

Located at the northernmost tip of the lovely Isle of Mull,
Tobermory has to be one of the most beautiful natural seaports
on Scotland's West Coast. Founded in 1788, this ancient fishing
village has been converted to a leisure port highly appreciated
today for its surroundings and the quiet charm it exudes. You will
definitely be won over by the row of many-storied houses on the
hillside, illuminating the harbour with their vibrant colours.
Although the real spectacle is outdoors, no less interesting are
the Mull Museum dedicated the local history and the exhibitions
at the An Tobar art gallery.

Day 10 - GLASGOW, SCOTLAND

In the heart of the Clyde Valley, the bustling city of Glasgow
contrasts starkly with the wild beauty of the surrounding
countryside. Scotland's biggest city overflows with landmarks
from its extensive artistic heritage and outstanding architectural
tradition. The city's chequerboard layout makes walking through
the major pedestrian thoroughfares easy: go with the flow and
let the lively street atmosphere take you past the many Victorian
monuments. Don't miss the collections on display in the
numerous museums and art galleries. The Kelvingrove Art
Gallery and Museum is an outstanding example.

Please Note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: LE BELLOT

YOUR SHIP: Le Bellot

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Featuring innovative and environmentally-friendly equipment,
elegantly designed staterooms, spacious suites with large
windows, and lounge areas that open onto the outside, this new
limited-capacity yacht boasting just 92 staterooms and suites
will offer you a truly unique cruising experience. As the first ship
in a new series, Le Bellot will embody the unique atmosphere of
a subtle blend of exploration, refinement, intimacy and comfort.
Aboard this ship that flies the French flag, you will experience
the incomparable pleasure of an intimate cruise, with the
possibility of exploring an ever-increasing range of destinations
in an ethnic-chic ambiance with luxury service. Experience a
luxurious setting where the accent is on authenticity and passion
for travel. RESTAURANTS As it is an essential part of French
culture, gastronomy will naturally have pride of place aboard
this new ship. To the back of Deck 4, you will find a 260 m²
panoramic restaurant which can accommodate all of our
passengers in a single sitting. Designed differently to that on our
other ships, this dining area, which opens onto the outside, will
have a buffet of salads, desserts and cheeses at your disposal.
Our discreet and attentive crew will provide table service for hot
meals. In a relaxed atmosphere, an outdoor grill on Deck 3 will

serve grilled meats with a variety of salads and desserts. PUBLIC
AREAS Le Bellot has many common areas that are designed
and equipped to meet all of your needs while preserving the
intimacy of each passenger. A 140 m² reception area includes:
A reception/concierge desk, An excursions desk, The ship's
administrative services, The sales office, manned by our Guest
Relations Officer, Our 50 m² boutique which sells clothing,
jewellery, beauty products, postcards and various accessories,
Toilets accessible to passengers with reduced mobility. A new
hydraulic platform with adjustable height provides: Easier
boarding than on any other cruise ship, Easier Zodiac
embarkation and disembarkation for expeditions, Easier access
to the sea for swimming and practising various water sports
such as kayaking or paddle-boarding. A pool deck offering: A
pool with a panoramic view, equipped with a counter-current
swimming system, A pleasant solarium, An outdoor bar and
lounge with armchairs and sofas. A 200 m² main lounge which
can accommodate all of our passengers to share convivial
moments and to host activities organised during the day or
evening. Lastly, a theatre that seats 188, equipped with: The
latest sound and lighting technology, A LED wall as the stage
backdrop, for the projection of high-resolution images and
videos. Please click the following links to read more about
Ponant and the other Ponant
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP

DeLuxe Stateroom Deluxe Suite

Grand Deluxe Owner’s suite

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4 Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6 Prestige Suite - Deck 5

Prestige Suite - Deck 6 Superior Stateroom
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PRICING

18-May-2024 to 27-May-2024

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5 £7030 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4 £6810 GBP pp

DeLuxe Stateroom £6450 GBP pp

Owner’s suite £14500 GBP pp

Superior Stateroom £5950 GBP pp

Prestige Suite - Deck 6 £11120 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6 £7310 GBP pp

Prestige Suite - Deck 5 £10760 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite £10000 GBP pp

12-May-2025 to 21-May-2025

Owner’s suite £13430 GBP pp

DeLuxe Stateroom £5360 GBP pp

Grand Deluxe £9770 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite £8280 GBP pp

Prestige Suite - Deck 6 £9240 GBP pp

Prestige Suite - Deck 5 £8940 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4 £5660 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5 £5850 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6 £6070 GBP pp

21-May-2025 to 30-May-2025

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4 £5660 GBP pp

Owner’s suite £13430 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5 £5850 GBP pp

DeLuxe Stateroom £5360 GBP pp

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6 £6070 GBP pp

Grand Deluxe £9770 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite £8280 GBP pp

Prestige Suite - Deck 6 £9240 GBP pp

Prestige Suite - Deck 5 £8940 GBP pp

ADDITIONAL CHARGES: Port fees and taxes 400 GBP pp


