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MAGICAL ENCOUNTERS IN THE SOLOMON ISLANDS & MICRONESIA

Hop from island to island to discover the natural wonders of the
most beautiful archipelagos in the Pacific and enjoy surprising,
unforgettable encounters with the local communities. During a
14-day expedition cruise aboard Le Jacques Cartier, nature and
culture are combined to offer you an extraordinary trip.
Departing from Honiara, set sail on an exceptional journey to the
heart of remote regions of wild beauty. In the Solomon Islands,
you will be able to enjoy pleasant moments swimming and
snorkelling on Njari Island before you discover the picturesque
and colourful atmosphere in the traditional markets on Ghizo
Island. Le Jacques-Cartier will set sail for Papua New Guinea, a
fascinating land that is home to no fewer than 700 ethnic
groups within a highly diverse yet mainly unexplored ecosystem.
You will visit the Autonomous Region of Bougainville, a unique
group of islands that are ecologically and geographically part of
the Solomon Islands archipelago but not politically part of the
islands. Next, the mysteries of Micronesia will reveal themselves
to you. A scattering of islands and atolls, lost in the heart of the
northern Pacific, this area is rich in Second World War history.
The shores of Chuuk Lagoon and Pulap Island still retain traces
of a tragic past and a declared Underwater Military Museum is
the resting place of wrecks from Japan's military air and sea
fleets. Micronesia consists of a sprinkling of islands and atolls
that benefit from an exceptional environment. Its incredibly rich
underwater world promises unforgettable dives. On land, the
beaches of white sand, the coconut trees and the villages with
deep-rooted traditions reveal their charms, like the Ifalik and
Gaferut atolls. Your cruise will end in Guam, the biggest volcanic
island of the Mariana Islands.

ITINERARY

Day 1 HONIARA, GUADALCANAL ISLAND

Honiara is the capital city of The Solomon Islands, administered
as a provincial town on the north-western coast of Guadalcanal
Island. Honiara comes from the local Ghari Language
"naho-ni-ara" meaning 'facing the ara', the place where the
southeast winds meet the land. Discover this city, its beautiful
landscape, and the significant role it played in World War II.
Particularly The Battle of Henderson Field, the last of the three
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major land offensives conducted by the Japanese in 1942.

Day 2 NJARI ISLAND

There are plenty of opportunities for world class snorkelling,
diving and underwater photography throughout the Solomon
Islands with sites in the Western and Central Provinces
considered among the most popular. The underwater realm is
home to more than 1000 species of reef fish, along with
dolphins, rays, sharks, and six of the world's seven species of
marine turtles. Almost 500 species of corals have been
identified amongst the 5,750km2 of reefs found in the Solomon
Islands. Njari Island is an uninhabited picture postcard island
located 15nm from the town of Gizo. Enjoy swimming and
snorkelling from its idyllic shores.

Day 3 GHIZO ISLAND

Gizo is situated on Ghizo Island and is the second largest town
in the Solomon Islands, after the capital, Honiara. The people of
the Western Province are regarded as amongst the most skilled
carvers in the world. They produce carvings from various woods
including ebony and rosewood. These amazingly intricate
carvings can take months to make and accordingly command a
high price. You will have the opportunity to visit the traditional
markets of Gizo. There are plenty of opportunities for world class
snorkelling, diving and underwater photography throughout the
Western province and the Islands around Ghizo are considered
among the most popular.

Days 4 - 5 BOUGAINVILLE

The Autonomous Region of Bougainville, formerly known as the
North Solomons Province, has been known for its picture-perfect
beaches and bays since French explorer Louis-Antoine de
Bougainville first sighted the island and gave it its name in
1768. The region played a significant role in the Pacific theatre
of war during WWII. With 685 km of coastline and 240,000ha of
coral reefs teeming with life there are many destinations
awaiting discovery.

Day 6 RABAUL, BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO

Set at the eastern end of the island of New Britain, the tropical
port town of Rabaul has always been famous for its spectacular
setting. Nestled beside Simpson Harbour, the township is
surrounded by six volcanoes, one of which, Mt Tavurvur, is still
active today. The most recent major volcanic eruption was in
September 1994 when Tavurvur and Vulcan covered much of
Rabaul and surrounding villages with volcanic ash. This eruption
saw the growth of the nearby coastal town of Kokopo which has
now become the administrative and tourism centre for Rabaul.

Join your expedition team for a tour by local transport to see Mt
Tavurvur, the Volcano Observatory and various significant sites
from World War II.

Days 7 - 8 AT SEA

During your journey at sea, make the most of the many services
and activities on board. Treat yourself to a moment of relaxation
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in the spa or stay in shape in the fitness centre. Depending on
the season, let yourself be tempted by the swimming pool or a
spot of sunbathing. This journey without a port of call will also
be an opportunity to enjoy the conferences or shows proposed
on board, depending on the activities offered, or to do some
shopping in the boutique or to meet the PONANT photographers
in their dedicated space. As for lovers of the open sea, they will
be able to visit the ship's upper deck to admire the spectacle of
the waves and perhaps be lucky enough to observe marine
species. A truly enchanted interlude, combining comfort, rest
and entertainment.

Day 9 CHUUK (EX TRUK)

Chuuk Lagoon, previously known as Truk Lagoon, is one of the
four states of the Federated States of Micronesia. The 16
much-eroded volcanic islands within the lagoon have mangrove
swamps along their coasts with rich rainforests in the central
mountainous areas. The islands are hugely popular with scuba
divers thanks to the incredibly interesting shipwrecks: at depths
of 15 to 40 metres, divers can explore a veritable underwater
museum of wrecks from the Japanese land-based, aerial and
naval fleet bombarded by the Americans in February 1944 in
retaliation for the attack on Pearl Harbour. These shipwrecks
have become foundations for new reef growth and extraordinary
marine fauna.

Day 10 PULAP ISLAND

Pulap is an atoll consisting of three islands located in the Pattiw
group in the Caroline Islands. The three islands are, Pollap in the

north, Tamatam in the south, and Fanadik at the western fringe
of the reef. The island is surrounded by a number of ghostly
shipwrecks that are virtually intact, submerged underwater. This
makes for great diving expeditions where you can explore the
reef and its incredible marine life as well as the shipwrecks.

Day 11 SATAWAL ISLAND

Satawal is a solitary coral atoll consisting of just one island. Like
Pulap, Satawal is located in the Caroline Islands where it is
home to just 500 people. Famous for its preservation of
traditional navigational techniques without the use of modern
instruments, based on indigenous astronomical and maritime
concepts. The island is still very traditional which means visitors
rarely step ashore but those who do are warmly welcomed by
the villagers.

Day 12 IFALIK ATOLL

The Ifalik coral atoll, lying in the warm waters of the North
Pacific, in the vast Caroline Island archipelago, is an invitation
to serenity, enchantment and discovery. A veritable hidden
paradise edged with magnificent beaches with expanses of fine
sand, Ifalik will reveal its treasures to you. Between the
sumptuous underwater scenery, rich biodiversity, ancestral
traditions and warm and welcoming inhabitants, you will marvel
at this lush environment, unlike anywhere else, and far from the
frenzy of any town.

Day 13 GAFERUT ATOLL
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Gaferut Atoll is an outlying atoll in the State of Yap in the
Federated States of Micronesia. The tiny island is mostly defined
by densely covered rolling hills which are lusciously covered with
vegetation. Mangrove swamps line the vast majority of the shore
with an outer barrier reef, rich in marine wildlife surrounding the
island. there is an enclosed lagoon which too is brimming with a
diverse selection of marine wildlife.

Day 14 GUAM

In the Western Pacific, you will call at Guam, the largest volcanic
island of Micronesia and the Mariana Islands. Here, the
crystal-clear waters and white sandy beaches create a
picture-postcard setting, ideal for relaxation and a break from it
all. This little-known island, today under the administration of
the United States, also offers you the opportunity to visit a
number of historical sites, vestiges of Spanish colonisation, and
to discover the culture of the Chamorros, the first inhabitants of
the islands, talented craftspeople who have preserved their
traditions.

Please Note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: LE JACQUES CARTIER

YOUR SHIP: Le Jacques Cartier

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Featuring innovative and environmentally-friendly equipment,
elegantly designed staterooms, spacious suites with large
windows, and lounge areas that open onto the outside, this new
limited-capacity yacht boasting just 92 staterooms and suites
will offer you a truly unique cruising experience. Le Jacques
Cartier will embody refinement, intimacy and comfort. Aboard
this ship that flies the French flag, you will experience the
incomparable pleasure of an intimate cruise, with the possibility
of exploring an ever-increasing range of destinations in an
ethnic-chic ambiance with luxury service. Experience a luxurious
setting where the accent is on authenticity and passion for
travel. RESTAURANTS As it is an essential part of French culture,
gastronomy will naturally have pride of place aboard this new
ship. To the back of Deck 4, you will find a 260 m² panoramic
restaurant which can accommodate all of our passengers in a
single sitting. Designed differently to that on our other ships, this
dining area, which opens onto the outside, will have a buffet of
salads, desserts and cheeses at your disposal. Our discreet and
attentive crew will provide table service for hot meals. In a
relaxed atmosphere, an outdoor grill on Deck 3 will serve grilled
meats with a variety of salads and desserts. PUBLIC AREAS Le

Jacques Cartier has many common areas that are designed and
equipped to meet all of your needs while preserving the intimacy
of each passenger. A 140 m² reception area includes: A
reception/concierge desk, An excursions desk, The ship's
administrative services, The sales office, manned by our Guest
Relations Officer, Our 50 m² boutique which sells clothing,
jewellery, beauty products, postcards and various accessories,
Toilets accessible to passengers with reduced mobility. A new
hydraulic platform with adjustable height provides: Easier
boarding than on any other cruise ship, Easier Zodiac
embarkation and disembarkation for expeditions, Easier access
to the sea for swimming and practising various water sports
such as kayaking or paddle-boarding. A pool deck offering: A
pool with a panoramic view, equipped with a counter-current
swimming system, A pleasant solarium, An outdoor bar and
lounge with armchairs and sofas. A 200 m² main lounge which
can accommodate all of our passengers to share convivial
moments and to host activities organised during the day or
evening. Lastly, a theatre that seats 188, equipped with: The
latest sound and lighting technology, A LED wall as the stage
backdrop, for the projection of high-resolution images and
videos. Please click the following links to read more about
Ponant and the other Ponant
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cruise ships.



01432 507 280 (within UK)

info@small-cruise-ships.com | small-cruise-ships.com

INSIDE YOUR SHIP

DELUXE STATEROOM DELUXE SUITE

GRAND DELUXE SUITE OWNER'S SUITE

PRESTIGE STATEROOM DECK 4 PRESTIGE STATEROOM DECK 5

PRESTIGE STATEROOM DECK 6 PRESTIGE SUITE DECK 5

PRESTIGE SUITE DECK 6 PRIVILEGE SUITE
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PRICING

01-Mar-2025 to 14-Mar-2025

OWNER'S SUITE £23550 GBP pp

PRESTIGE SUITE DECK 6 £15710 GBP pp

PRESTIGE SUITE DECK 5 £15710 GBP pp

GRAND DELUXE SUITE £18080 GBP pp

PRIVILEGE SUITE £16480 GBP pp

DELUXE SUITE £11120 GBP pp

PRESTIGE STATEROOM DECK 5 £7630 GBP pp

DELUXE STATEROOM £7590 GBP pp

PRESTIGE STATEROOM DECK 4 £7290 GBP pp

PRESTIGE STATEROOM DECK 6 £8050 GBP pp

ADDITIONAL CHARGES: Port Taxes and Fees 570 GBP pp


